TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held via Microsoft Teams / hybrid
on Wednesday, 15th July, 2026 at 6.00 p.m.


[bookmark: _Hlk203989695][bookmark: _Hlk203985294]Present:		Councillors A.E. Tippings (Chair)
A. Jones
M. Turner
K. Phillips
L. Thomas Evans
E. Jones
G. Jones-Griffiths
D. Rowberry
J. Thomas
P. Tolley
H. Trollope
S. Trollope
G. Walters

In attendance:	Clerk – Ms. C. Aherne
 RFO  – Ms. A. Edwards

By invitation:	Blaenau Gwent CBC representatives
 Director for Adults & Communities, Mr. D. Leech
 Head of Community Safety, Ms. H. Hunt


097) Apologies:  G. Badham and K. Waldron


098) Declarations of Interest
The Chair reminded Members to make their declarations as and when necessary.


099) BGCBC Strategic Director for Adults & Communities, Mr. Dave Leech:  working together to deliver the Blaenau Gwent Deal and respond to strategic issues, e.g. the Shopping Precinct, public toilets, etc.
The Chair extended a welcome to the Strategic Director for Adults & Communities and the Head of Community Safety, who had been invited to attend this meeting of Council.

The Strategic Director for Adults & Communities provided an update in respect of partnership arrangements and work being undertaken, and subsequently responding to any issues raised.  The Strategic Director thanked Council for the invitation; he was looking forward to seeing Members in person next time.  

· Blaenau Gwent Deal - ASB how to tackle / approach, remember from last time being presented, a different Council working with community to deliver impact rather than focussing on processes of the Council on its own.  Time for thinking differently, still work regarding services not engaging fully; not one-off active or replacement for consultation / engagement.  The Deal how do things differently, pool resources Town Councils, Police, Health Board.  Still undertake consultation / engagement, making meaningful difference / impact.  Children for Flying Start changing in delivery model volunteers, working with workers to deliver in other areas.  Flooding / emergency management going really well.  The Strategic Director said he could share videos / links with Members; next focus, ASB area needing to work differently with Police focused on impact / how make difference.

The Strategic Director thereupon responded to Members’ concerns in respect of the following: Commercial Street, town centre and shopping precinct - youths gathering, intimidating the public; abusive and threatening behaviour; removal of a bench in the vicinity of The Queen’s Ballroom; operation of CCTV; drug dealing, particularly to minors; etc.  Council suggested that the Police could be doing a lot more to address these matters and Members felt that Blaenau Gwent was not communicating with town / community councils – and definitely not communicating with the public.

The Head of Community Safety said legal processes were in place and appropriate Officers were regularly meeting with the Police to push those actions forward and, once enforcement routes were secured, action taken, e.g. re-siting of the bench at The Queen’s Ballroom.

· A Member informed Council that he had submitted a Freedom of Information request to Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council in respect of the ownership / responsibility of The Gwent Shopping Centre.  Council expressed great disappointment that the Local Authority had not consulted with Tredegar Town Council as part of the place-making process.  The problems arising from this lack of communication were indicative of the lack of communicating between Blaenau Gwent and town / community councils.

The Strategic Director said there was an opportunity to work with town and community councils, individual Officers and himself through a Working Group to determine focus going forward.  He recognised that the process was challenging and there was a need to understand what matters were of importance to each town / community council, discuss practicalities and how to proceed.

Council thereupon thanked the Local Authority representatives for attending and responding to questions raised, which had been most informative.  Members looked forward to continued updates in the future.


100) To receive any verbal recommendations of all Sub-Committee / Working Party meetings held prior to this meeting of Council
It was agreed the recommendations of the Performance Review Sub-Committee held prior to Council be approved accordingly.

· To approve the report in respect of the Budget against Actual to 30th June, 2026 and accept the Recommendation that:
· Virement – Allotments: to bring in £4,240.00 from the Allotments Earmarked Reserve to cover the tree works taking place.


101) Tredegar Recreation Ground: any update for discussion
The Chair expressed concern there appeared to be a lack of communication between the Local Authority and Town Council; also, any issues needed to be relayed to Members as the Chair had received some queries that she had been unable to respond, e.g. a meeting with the sporting groups / organisations.

The Leader confirmed that representatives of the sporting groups had been invited along to the Council Chamber, together with the Town Council operative for an informal chat to clarify to whom to direct any enquiries now that Town Council had now taken on responsibility for the Recreation Ground.  The Chair said this was a massive project for Council and Members needed to be aware of what was going on in respect of the facility.

The Leader thereupon provided a brief update: all bookings were carried out by the Town Council operative as at 1st July, 2026; the SLA was in place in respect of grass-cutting but there was a need to put in place.


102) Accounts: to consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in July 2026, with approval for urgent payments to be made during August recess
The RFO spoke to the report and explained that the bank reconciliations, valid to date, were available for Members to view at the meeting or upon request in the office, which was noted accordingly.

· The Schedule of Accounts related to items for payment in July and potential scheduled [estimated Red] payments during August recess;
· August payments, other than direct payments, would not be paid until formal documentation was received;
· Revised August payments would be submitted at the next Ordinary meeting in September for ratification.
· Section 137 payments in Schedule of Payments – Resolution of Council: In pursuance of the power conferred by Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) and being of the opinion that the expenditure satisfies the requirements of that section, expenditure up to £129,212.40 was approved in relation to the above £0.00.

There being no further queries regarding the Schedule of Accounts, presented items were approved for payment, with approval for urgent payments to be made during the August recess.  The RFO asked that the designated signatories liaise in respect of the transfer and the approved online payments, to be undertaken in the presence of the appropriate Member and Town Clerk, which was noted accordingly.

The RFO advised that the final 31.03.2026 accounts and additional full audit documents were now ready to be transported to the External Auditor based in Cardiff, which the Officer would undertake accordingly.


103) To seek approval for Senior Members to be delegated powers to address urgent matters during the August recess
The Clerk sought approval for Senior Members (Top 4) to be granted delegated powers for urgent payments during the August recess, with subsequent ratification by Council on receipt of the next Schedule of Accounts, which was agreed accordingly.



104) To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council:

a) Working Party ‘Events’ - 26th May, 2026
b) Events Sub-Committee - 3rd June, 2026
c) Civic Meeting of Council - 3rd June, 2026
d) Finance and Staffing Sub-Committee - 17th June, 2026
e) Ordinary Meeting of Council - 17th June, 2026

It was agreed that all Minutes presented be moved as a true record.


105) Chair to sign Minutes - at earliest opportunity in accordance with WG Legislation and Guidance
Minutes approved were duly signed by the Chair in the presence of Council.


106) School Governing Body: to consider vacancies

· Glanhowy and St. Joseph’s RC Primary Schools – a vacancy remained on the Governing Body for each Primary School.

It was unanimously agreed to elect Councillor Phillip Tolley as Council’s representative on the Governing Body for Glanhowy Primary School, which he duly accepted.  Members to contact Clerk to express an interest in the Governor vacancy for St. Joseph’s RC Primary School.


107) Correspondence

	1)  BGCBC
	a)
	D. Griffiths Re: Community Resilience, Communities Prepared training sessions. Free online training.

· Noted; forward to all Members.


	
	b)
	A. Williams Re: Review of Community Areas and Electoral Arrangements, Blaenau Gwent. Draft Proposals. Responses by 20.08.2026 – forwarded to Members

· Noted: the Leader provided an update, clarifying the criteria used to undertake the review was based on population growth and therefore Tredegar Town Council could feasibly lose one position.  He said that this should not be an issue, if Council considered the number of vacancies / co-opted Members historically.
A Member said this review had also been undertaken at Local Authority level based on population, whereby one Councillor role had been lost in the Central and West Ward.  As a Town Council, he did not consider this would make a difference over all, as Members were not parochial, working as a whole.


	Councillor D. Rowberry declared an interest in the following item and took no part in discussion or voting thereon.

	
	c)
	i. List of applications received, week ending 
26th June, 2026.
Temporary Street Trading 02-29.07.2026 – Parc Bryn Bach
ii. List of applications received, week ending 3rd July, 2026.















	
	
	iii) List of applications received, week ending 
10th July, 2026.
1) Temporary Street Trading 30.07.2026 to 26.08.2026 – Parc Bryn Bach
2) Temporary Street Trading 29.08.2026 to 23.09.2026 – Parc Bryn Bach
3) Temporary Event Notice musical festival 29.08.2026 – Quarrymen’s Arms
4) New Premises Licence – 8/9 Castle Street
5) New Premises Licence – Unit 6 Tafarnaubach Industrial Estate.

· Noted.


	
2)  One Voice 
     Wales
	a)
	Commended Awards certificated for Tourism Initiative, Heritage and  Culture Initiative, Devolution of Services or Assets Initiative and Community Engagement Initiative.

· Noted; the Clerk outlined the Awards achieved by TTC, whereupon it was agreed this information would be forwarded to the Chair to be shared on social media.

A Member commended Council on the Armed Forces Day event, as the positive feedback had been unbelievable.  The Chair referred to a previous proposal that the Freedom of the Town Council could be awarded in recognition of support, which was agreed as an Agenda Item for future discussion.


	
	b)
	What Community and Town Councils are Achieving Across Wales.

· Noted.


	3)  Financial 
     Matters:

	a)
	Smart Money Cymru Re: Community Investment Bond.  Community investment bond is due to mature on the 12th August.  We would first like to thank you for your continued support of the Credit Union and to invite you to reinvest for either six or twelve months once more.

· It was unanimously agreed that Council reinvest for a further twelve-month period and request feedback as to how Tredegar residents had benefitted from this investment.



	
	b)
	Taylour Electrical Re: Quote. £175.00 to replace the fourth flood light.

· On due consideration, it was unanimously agreed the expenditure be approved accordingly.


	
	c)
	Shimmer & Shine Re: Recreation Ground. Quote for one-off deep clean £220.00 and a once-a-week clean would be £31.50.

· It was unanimously agreed the expenditure in respect of a one-off deep clean @ £220.00 be approved.


	
	d)
	C Cule Re: Support and advice for Tredegar Operatic Society. Looking for funding and / or guidance for essential repairs on their rehearsal building.

· Noted: advise of the Town Council grant for local organisations, Pen Bryn Oer Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund and GAVO to enquire of available funding.


	
	e)
	Smartsignz Re: Plaque, Town Clock garden surround. Proof of artwork and quote £96.00.

· It was unanimously agreed the expenditure be approved accordingly.


	4) Member 
   correspondence:

	a)
	Cllr L. Thomas Evans Re: Litter pick. Organising a community litter pick at the Deighton Field via Happy Healthy Blaenau Gwent and in conjunction with the Council.  Asking if Council would consider offering / paying for refreshments at Stocktonville Hall as an incentive.  Thinking of a cuppa and a piece of cake.

· Noted: it was unanimously agreed the expenditure be approved accordingly.


	
	b)
	Cllr P. Tolley RE: FOI request. Purchase of Gwent Shopping Centre – Tredegar FOI0646. Copy of BGCBC’s response.

· Noted.





	5)  Urdd Gobaith 
     Cymru

	
	To show our appreciation for your support of the Urdd's Opportunity Fund for All, we would like to invite you to a special event at the Urdd camp in Llangrannog on Monday, 3rd August at 2:30 p.m.  If you wish to attend, please let us know by 27th July by email: cronfa@urdd.org or Tel: 01678 541000.

· Noted.


	6) B. James
	
	Re: Deighton trees. When cutting the branches back that are overhanging the garden the people who have been out have recommended cutting them back to what I think they called the growth point of the tree, that will be a bit further on to the Deighton than what overhangs our garden.  It looks like that was what your contractor did, it’s better for the tree they said.  Will this be OK?

· Noted.


	7) PUBLICATIONS
BGCBC Roadworks report week ending 10.07.2026 & 17.07.2026; OVW Re: Summer events and funding opportunities  –  distributed to Members:  Received.



Councillors. E. Jones and D. Rowberry declared an interest in the following item and took no part in discussion or voting thereon.

108) Planning:

a) i)  List of planning applications received in week 24
ii)  List of planning applications received in week 25

b) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations – 
None received.
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	App. No.
	Applicant
	Proposal


	P/2026/0130

No objections

	Mr. M. Callaghan
2 Aden Villas
Southend 
Tredegar
	Removal of existing rear conservatory and replace with single storey extension, 2 Aden Villas.




	P/2026/0033

No objections
	Mr. D. Hughes 
Overlook House 
Georgetown 
Tredegar
	Application for Listed Building Consent for: Proposed additional works / variations to previous LBC approvals C/2017/0060, C/2018/0287 and P/2024/0259, comprising: 
(i) replacing additional defective stone window surrounds; 
(ii) hardwood window casements and sashes; 
(iii) replacement plaster coving; 
(iv) replacement skirting boards and architraves; 
(v) omitting paint finish to new toilets and replacing with ceramic tiles walls to new toilets and adjusted toilet layout. 
Former Town Hall, The Circle.



c) To consider other planning matters – None received.


109) Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice)

· For the first time, Sirhowy Hill Woodlands has received the Green Flag Community Award, following the announcement of 2026 Green Flag Award winners by Keep Wales Tidy.
· Town Council operative – a Member had been speaking to the Operative, who had expressed being the ‘most happy he has been in his life’ and feedback received indicated he would doing a great job.
· Congratulations to the grand-daughter of Councillor John Morgan, Rosie, on her weight-lifting achievement at the Welsh Age Group Championships.
· Bedwellty Park Bowls Open Day – 23rd August, 2026; also, public were invited to purchase a memorial rose for planting in honour of ‘lost’ members.


This being the last Council meeting prior to the August recess, the Mayor wished Members a happy, healthy, peaceful break.  


There being no other business, the meeting closed at 7.33 p.m.




___________________________ Chair 

