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TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 
 

Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty 
House on Wednesday, 1st March, 2017 at 6.00 p.m. 

 
 

Present:  Councillors J. Thomas (CHAIR) 
T. Smith 
A.E. Tippings 
M. Cross 
D.W.A. Howells 
P. Prosser 
H. Trollope 
S. Trollope 
R. Thomas 
M. Turner 
B. Willis 

 
In attendance: Town Clerk – Mrs. C. Price  

 
 
299) Apologies.  Councillors O. Price, G. Bowen-Knight, J. Morgan, D. Rowberry and  
   R. Watkins 
 
 
300) Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded Members to make their declarations as and when necessary. 
 
 
301) Blaenau Gwent We Want”: to receive a presentation by the Policy, Partnership 
and Engagement Manager, BGCBC 
The Chair welcomed the Policy, Partnership and Engagement Manager, an Officer of 
Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council, who had been invited to attend to make a 
presentation in respect of drafting the Well-Being Assessment and associated consultation 
process. 
 
The Policy, Partnership and Engagement Manager, thereupon outlined the following for 
Members’ information: 
 

The Blaenau Gwent We Want 
 

 Drafting a Well-being Assessment 
Key Chapters: 
Introduction 
Blaenau Gwent People & Places 
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Economic Well-being, Covering: Employment, Unemployment, Economic Inactivity, Benefits 

Workless households, Income, Business, Education & Skills for Work 

Social Well-being, Covering: Life expectancy, General Health, Mortality, Healthy Lifestyles, Baby and 

Children Health and Development, Ageing Well, Emotional Health and Well-being, Community Safety, 
Homes, Transport, Care and Support 

Cultural Well-being, Covering: Welsh Language, Cultural Identity, Community Cohesion, Sports & 

Recreation Tourism, Current and Future Technology 

Environmental Well-being Covering: Landscapes, Nature, Air Quality, Water Quality, Soils, Flooding 

Carbon and Ecological Footprints, Renewable Energy, Waste and Recycling 
 

Essentials: Well-being Goals/Duties - single bodies and collectively 
 

Sustainability: Sustainable Economic Growth; Social and Cultural Equality; Environmental Protection 
 

Public Service Boards must improve the economic, social, environmental and cultural well-being of 

its area by working to achieve the well-being goals 
 

Duty on certain Community and Town Councils: 
Section 40 of the Act: ‘to take all reasonable steps towards meeting the local objectives in the local 
well-being plan that has effect in their areas’ (only when meeting certain criteria, i.e. whereby either the 
gross income or gross expenditure being at least £200,000 

 

Future Generations Commissioner:  
(a) to promote the sustainable development principle, in particular to i) act as a guardian of the ability of 
future generations to meet their needs; and, (ii) encourage public bodies to take greater account of the long-
term impact of the things that they do, and  
(b) for that purpose, to monitor and assess the extent to which well-being objectives set by public bodies 
were being met 
 

What this means in Blaenau Gwent: 
A responsibility to have a Blaenau Gwent Public Service Board, with representation from key 

public service and voluntary organisations working in the area;  

a new plan for the area to be in place by April 2018, called a Well-being Plan; ensuring the 

Plan is the right one for the area, i.e. Board must carry out an assessment of Wellbeing of Blaenau Gwent 
by April 2017 
Key to the Plan: involving people; ensuring that, as part of the assessment, people’s opinion and 

perceptions are captured;  
The Board has agreed a two-year plan to make sure this happens called “The Blaenau 
Gwent We Want” 
 

Key Features: 
Create on-going dialogue; mixed methods for participation; use existing events and opportunities to engage; 
explore innovative ways to engage; share information in different formats; focus on seldom heard groups 
and places; promote Community Champions; commit to feedback 
 
Councillor A.E. Tippings joined the meeting at this juncture (6.20 p.m.) 
 

An Inspirational Pack was developed to help participation: 
Engagement with groups and at events resulted in the following responses: 150+ Questionnaire, 400+ 
Postcards, 300+ Drawings illustrations, 62 Future Trees, 42 Future Leaves, 16   Graffiti sheets  
A Summary Magazine of Feedback was developed 
 

Blaenau Gwent - Special things about the area 
‘Environment’ Bryn Bach Park, Bedwellty Park, Sirhowy, local nature reserves such as Silent Valley and Six 
Bells, Cwmtillery Lakes 
‘Communities’ community spirit, close knit communities, helping each other out 
‘Schools and Colleges’ Schools across the area, and Blaenau Gwent Learning Zone, Coleg Gwent, The 
Works , Ebbw Vale 
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‘Heritage’ Tredegar Town Clock, Bedwellty House and Park, Guardian, Six Bells Miners’ Memorial 
‘Social and Cultural activities’ local cinema, local festivals, pubs, community centres, youth service events, 
theatres, and local clubs 
 

Top five themes 
Environment, employment and income, safety, regeneration, social activities 
 

 Sirhowy Valley 
• Overview of area • Data and story behind it • What we know from engagement • What do we know from 
existing research (limited analysis for this stage i.e. situational analysis) • More comprehensive review 
research post identification of PSB objectives April 2016 • Response analysis used in development of 
wellbeing plan 
 

Special things about the area • Parc Bryn Bach • Bedwellty House and Park • Town 
Clock • St. James’ Woodland • Sirhowy Woodland • Kids R Us 
 

Things to make Lower Ebbw Fach area a better place • Improving roads and transport 
infrastructure • Making the area safer • Better shopping opportunities in the town • Access 
to employment opportunities • Clean environment • Making recycling easier • More 
community involvement and social participation • Play facilities and sensory gardens 
 

The formal consultation on the draft Well-being Assessment would be running throughout 
February; feedback would be considered and a final draft of the assessment presented to 
the Public Service Board in March 2017 before publishing a final assessment: 
• The PSB must use the published assessment to set local Well-being Objectives for Blaenau Gwent 
• These Well-being Objectives must be the core of the local Well-being plan and outline what would be done 
collectively to meet the proposed objectives 
• Between April 2017 and March 2018 there would be further opportunities for partners to be actively 
involved in shaping the well-being plan and outlining the contributions partners can make collectively to 
meet the defined objectives 

 
A Member commended the work being undertaking, considering this was one of the most 
successful programmes he had been part of as an elected Member.  
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In response to a question raised, the Policy, Partnership and Engagement Manager 
confirmed that the Public Service Board consisted of four statutory  member organisations, 
i.e. Local Authority, Aneurin Bevan University Health Board, Fire and Rescue Service, and 
National Resource Wales, together with partner agencies such as the Police and Crime 
Commissioner, Police, GAVO, Coleg Gwent and the Aneurin Leisure Trust. 
 
 Migration – the Officer said that detailed information was not available on migration 

statistics; however, these could be worked on further to gain a better understanding of 
how constituents were involved in integration within the assessment process. 

 
The Policy, Partnership and Engagement Manager informed Council that the consultation 
deadline was 14th March, 2017, and invited Members to submit a response by that date.  
The Deputy Leader confirmed she would liaise with the Officer in respect of information 
regarding the Tredegar ‘Live’ Project accordingly. 
 
Town Council thereupon thanked the Policy, Partnership and Engagement Manager for a 
most informative presentation and extended an invitation for the Officer to return following 
the next stage of the process, which was agreed accordingly. 
 
The Policy, Partnership and Engagement Manager left the meeting at this juncture. 
 
 
302) Grants: 
 
    a) To receive and consider grants to Sporting and Cultural organisations 

National Charities: 
Alzheimer’s Society Cymru – No previous grant: Approved £100.00 
Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales – Previous: 2014/15  Nov’14  CQ No. 087  
£100.00: Approved £100.00 
Teenage Cancer Trust – Previous: 2015/16  March’16  CQ No. 345  £50.00: Approved 
£100.00 
 
Friends of Bedwellty Park Society - Request for financial assistance to be used 
towards the costs of purchasing plants, compost for various locations in the Park.  
Previous – 2014/15  Jan’15  CQ No. 120  £200.00: Approved £200.00 
(Councillor M. Turner abstained during the voting process) 
 
Gwent Defibbers - Request for financial assistance to continue to promote basic life 
support in the town and to provide courses. 
Previous – 2015/16  March’16  CQ No. 346  £200.00:  
Approved £200.00 
 

Hospice of the Valleys - Request for financial assistance to be used towards the costs 
of holding their annual Lap the Lake event on 23.04.2017.  Sponsors will have their 
logos printed on the t-shirts. 
Previous – 2015/16  April’15  CQ No. 169  £250.00 & Feb’16  CQ NO. 326 £125 = 
£375.00 (maximum) : Approved £375.00 
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Sirhowy Senior Citizens - Request for financial assistance to be used towards the 
costs of buying and installing to external lights. 
Previous – 2014/15  Nov’14  CQ No. 090  £200.00: Approved £200.00 
 

Tredegar Town Band - Request for financial assistance to be used towards the costs 
of representing Wales at the European Brass Band championship. 
Previous – 2013/1  July’13  CQ No. 618  £200.00.  
RFO has had confirmation on powers permitting expenditure; letter gives 
further information on their request and if a grant is agreed in principle a grant 
form and necessary documents needs to be supplied by Band:  
 

Members recognised the success of Tredegar Town Band, which was considered one 
of the most premier bands in Britain.  Following a brief discussion, it was therefore 
agreed that a grant of £200.00 be Approved, in principle, subject to Members 
meeting with the Town Band to discuss the application to ensure appropriate financial 
assistance could be given. 

 

Councillors P. Prosser and A.E. Tippings declared an interest in the following items and took 
no part in the discussions or voting thereon. 

 

Trefi RFC - Request for financial assistance to be used towards the costs of renewing 
the PVC doors and windows. 
Previous – 2015/16  April’15  CQ No. 172  £200.00: 
Members were aware the renewal of the doors and windows was badly needed and it 
was therefore agreed that the work for this community hub be considered as a 
‘Special Project’ and that a grant of £500.00 be Approved. 

 

    b) To receive and consider grants to Churches & Chapels (s.137) 
Trinity Spiritualist Church - Request for financial assistance to be used towards 
internal redecorating and damp-proofing. 
Previous – 2015/16  Jan’16  CQ No. 318  £225.00: Approved £225.00 
 

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following items and took no part in the 
discussions or voting thereon. 
 
 
303) Planning: 
 
    a) To consider an Officer’s Report (if received) – none received 
 
    b) Verbal report of the Planning Committee, if any – none received 
 
    c) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations 
 

App. No. Applicant Proposal 
 

C/2017/0052 Mr. R. Harris 
30 Golwg Yr Mynydd 

Proposed outbuilding to 
accommodate workshop and 
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Tredegar summerhouse together with 
associated timber decking,    
30 Golwg Yr Mynydd. 
 

No objections, in principle, however a Member noted that no explanation 
was provided as to the nature of the workshop, e.g. noise levels: the 
recommendation, therefore, was that Council support the application 
subject to NO neighbour objections being received. 

 
    d) To consider other planning matters – none received 
 
 
304) Correspondence 
 
1) BGCBC a) Letter from Andrea Jones outlining the guidelines 

and restrictions on decision making and publicity 
during the pre-election period – forwarded to all 
Members online. 
 

- Noted; emailed to all Members electronically. 
Following a brief discussion and request for 
clarification, it was agreed that the Leader 
email One Voice Wales to verify the 
restrictions applied. 

 
 b) Updated contact list. 

 

- Noted. 
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 c) D. Watkins Re: Walkway – from next Monday they 
can assist with the opening of the gates Monday to 
Friday at 7.00 a.m. and request for a set of keys to 
be proved if Council wishes to proceed. 
 

- Noted; Council extended their thanks and 
accepted the offer; it was therefore agreed that 
an additional set of keys to be provided. 

 

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no part in 
the discussions or voting thereon. 
 

 d) The Circle: 
i) L. Blanchard – response to query regarding 
change of use of property; application was included 
on 10.02.2017 list and notice is displayed in the 
property window with all representations to be 
made by 5.00 p.m. 28.02.2017 – forwarded to Cllr 
Smith. 
ii) S. Smith – Has passed information to Mr. J. 
Brooks to look at from a planning perspective. 
 

- Noted; BGCBC Members had requested that 
two applications for No. 7 and 13 The Circle be 
presented to the Planning Committee for 
consideration.  Tredegar Town Council would, 
therefore, have an opportunity to comment on 
the application at that time. 
 

A Member was aware of comments made by 
B&B guests in the vicinity of The Circle in 
respect of the Town Clock striking throughout 
the night and suggested consideration could 
be given to stopping this between midnight and 
7.00 a.m., if this was feasible. 

 

 e) A. Tippings Re: Event information 2017 – 
Requesting details of forthcoming commemorative 
activities. 
 

- Noted.  Deputy Leader to liaise with the Armed 
Forces Covenant Group. 

 

 f) Wild Tots, a parent & toddler group with a 
difference, is coming to Blaenau Gwent. Come 
along and find out more on Thursday, 30th March, 
2017 at 6.00 p.m. Blaina ICC. 
 

- Noted. 
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Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following items and took no part 
in the discussions or voting thereon. 
 

 g) i)  List of licensing applications week ending  
    17.02.2017. 
ii) List of licensing applications week ending  
    24.02.2017. 
 

- Noted.  It was agreed that the Clerk liaise with 
the Licensing Section to ascertain if the Town 
Council could be consulted as part of the 
licensing process in respect of licensed 
premises (not off-licences) . 

 

2) One Voice  Wales 
 

a) OVW/SLCC Joint Event 12th July, 2017 at the 
Village St. David’s Hotel, Ewloe, Flintshire, £69.00 
per person plus VAT. 
 

- Noted. 
 

 b) Larger Councils meeting presentation: Securing 
Implementation of the Well-being of Future 
Generations (Wales) Act. 
 

- Noted. 
 

 c) February 2017 information bulletin – details of the 
thematic assertions for 2016/17 and 2017/18 are 
included in the Finance Section plus a link to 
the Financial Management and Governance in 
Community Councils 2015-16 report. 
 

- Noted, pass to RFO. 
 

 d) Consultations: 
i) The 2018 Review – Boundary Commission 
launched Secondary Consultation Period from 
28.02.2017 to 27.03.2017, available at 
http://www.bcw2018.org.uk  
ii) Consultation on draft circular for the planning of 
gypsy, traveller and show-people sites, closes 
22.05.2017. 
iii) Consultation on changing the name of the 
National Assembly, available at 
www.Assembly.wales/name and closes 
03.03.2017. 
 

- Noted. 
  

http://www.bcw2018.org.uk/
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 e) Good Practice Exchanges Programme of Events 
for 2017/18. 
 

- Noted. 
 

 f) Call out for a writer to undertake a literacy 
residency in Brussels from 8th to 28th May, 2017 as 
part of the Poetry of Loss, a wider project 
commemorating the First World War. 
 

- Noted; to be included on website. 
 

 g) Training: 
i)     March Training sessions – South Region. 
ii) Introduction to Community Engagement, 
Tuesday, 14th March, 2017 at 6.30 p.m. Bedwas / 
Trethomas Town Council Offices. 
 

- Noted. 
 

3) Aneurin Bevan  
    University Health  
    Board 
 

 S. Millar Re: Urgent Primary Care Out of Hours 
Service in Nevill Hall hospital – response to 
enquiry. 
 

- Noted; forward to Councillors J. Thomas and 
S. Trollope. 

 

4) Tredegar Horse  
    Show 

 Asking whether Council would consider sponsoring 
a prize for this year’s show. 
 

- Noted; it was agreed that Town Council donate 
prize money of £50.00 for the Show. 

 

Councillor J. Thomas declared an interest in the following items and took no 
part in the discussions or voting thereon. 
 

5) Cllr J Thomas  Copy of email received from Cymru Creations 
asking whether a letter of support can be given for 
their HLF application. 
 

- Noted; Town Council to provide letter of 
support. 

 

6) L. Price  Confirming cost per attendee to the Orvault visit is 
£160.00, asking whether Council will be 
contributing towards the cost of their two 
representatives plus a guest and if yes how much 
to enable invoices to be generated? 
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  - Noted; £160.00 expenses to be paid for 
Councillor A.E. Tippings, in lieu of Mayoral 
attendance, and expenses in relation to the 
guest travelling to be met by Councillor 
Tippings accordingly.  Apologies were noted 
for Councillor T. Smith. 

 

7) R. Trimm  Free Grow Wild network day for South Wales – 
Training day Saturday, 11th March, 2017 from 
10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. is being held at 
Greenmeadows Farm, Cwmbran, booking 
essential. 
 

- Noted. 
 

8) Communicorp  Local Councils Update March 2017 issue 204 - 
items copied for Members. 
 

- Noted. 
 

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following items and took no part 
in the discussions or voting thereon. 
 

9) Brecon Beacons  
    National Park  
    Authority 
 

a) Consultation on Crickhowell Community Plan 
Supplementary Planning Guidance, consultation 
from 16.02.2017 to 13.04.2017 available at 
http://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/?p=29129 

 b) Tourism: Business Wales workshops. 
 c) i)  Weekly List of Planning Applications, Date:  

   10.02.2017. 
ii) Weekly List of Planning Applications, Date:  
   17.02.2017. 
 

- Noted. 
 

10) GAVO a) Funding opportunity – People Health Trust. 
 b) Information from Tai Calon on the tenant bursary 

application process. 
 c) Volunteers co-ordinator with Ffin dance, 

remunerated role, closing date 08.03.2017. 
 

- Noted. 
 

11) N. Smith MP  Advice Surgery on 10th March, 2017 from 4.00 p.m. 
to 5.00 p.m. at Morrsison’s, Ebbw Vale – added to 
website. 
 

- Noted. 
  

http://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/?p=29129
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12) PUBLICATIONS 
BGCBC Roadworks report week ending 24.02.2017 and 03.03.2017; Broxap 
Litter & recycling bins Spring brochure 2017; Brecon Beacons National Park 
Authority Community Update Spring 2017; One Voice Wales: Energise Wales 
Newsletter February 2017; Communicorp Clerk and Councils Direct March 
2017 Issue 110. 
Available for Members – received. 
 
13) AGENDA 
Special Education, Active Living & Learning Scrutiny Committee Thursday, 2nd 
March, 2017 Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Executive 
Wednesday, 1st March, 2017 Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale – 
time changed from 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m; Special Meeting of the Council – 
Wednesday, 22nd February postponed to Wednesday, 1st March, 2017 Council 
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale at 9.00 a.m; Social Services Scrutiny 
Committee Thursday. 2nd March. 2017 Executive Room, Civic Centre, Ebbw 
Vale at 10.30 a.m; Environment, Economy & Infrastructure Scrutiny 
Committee Tuesday, 28th February, 2017 Council Chamber, Civic Centre, 
Ebbw Vale at 2.00 p.m; Special Executive Wednesday, 1st March, 2017 
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale at 9.00 a.m; Corporate Overview 
Scrutiny Committee Monday, 27th February, 2017 Council Chamber, Civic 
Centre, Ebbw Vale at 11.15 a.m; Special Meeting of the Council Wednesday, 
22nd February, 2017 at 9.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; 
Special Education, Active Living and Learning Scrutiny Committee Friday, 17th 
February, 2017 at 9.30 a.m. – report for agenda item no. 3; Corporate 
Overview Scrutiny Committee Monday, 27th February, 2017 at 11.15 a.m. not 
10.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Public Services Board 
Scrutiny Committee Tuesday, 14th March, 2017 at 2.00 p.m. Council 
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; General Licensing Committee Tuesday, 
28th February, 2017 at 10.05 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; 
Democratic Services Committee Monday, 6th March, 2017 at 2.00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale. 
Available for Members – received. 
 
 
305) Updates regarding Bedwellty House and Park - any issues to have been 
previously reported direct to the House Management personally 
 
 Request to be made to the House Manager for a key to the Mayor’s Parlour and plaque 

to be reinstated 
 Concerns in respect of parking need to be addressed 
 Deputy Leader liaising with M. Stent, BGCBC, in respect of indicative costs of electrical 

provision in the vicinity of the War Memorial; she had also met with the Armed Forces 
Covenant Group and requested that an application form be forwarded to Town Council 
seeking financial assistance and the Member had been instructed by the Royal British 
Legion to access funding available, as these monies had not been spent - Clerk to 
liaise with A. Morris, Armed Forces Covenant Group. 
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306) Delegates: to receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies 
and the recommendations of Sub-Committees/Working Parties: 
 

a) Joint Committee of Local Councils – the next meeting would be held Tuesday, 7th 
March, 2017 at Brynmawr Town Council offices. 
b) Gwent Valleys One Voice Wales – no meeting. 
c) One Voice Wales Larger Councils and AGM – no meeting. 
d) Tredegar Twinning -  as gifts were no longer exchanged, Emma Cavender-Morris 
had suggested that a virtual gift be sent to France. 
e) School Governing Bodies – Bryn Bach Primary School: Governing Body had met 
the previous week and discussed concerns in respect of parking, which had still not 
been fully addressed; Glanhowy Primary School: the Thomas Richards Centre 
provision had now re-opened as an ASD link to Glanhowy for older children.  The 
School was pleased that the building had been utilised, as opposed to the former 
proposal for demolition, and had donated this piece of land.  The School was liaising 
with the Local Authority in order to provide a safe environment for pupils and further 
consideration was to be given to Glanhowy Primary School donating a further piece of 
land to ensure safe access to the school, looking at restricted access to the premises, 
staff opening the gates to allow entry to the school bus, etc. and associated issues 
such as increased traffic. 
f) Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum – a plaque commemorating WW1 to be placed in 
the Drill Hall, Dukestown, Tredegar. 
g) Tredegar / Ebbw Vale Crime Prevention Panel – concerns had been raised in 
respect of the lack of attendance by the Town Council; therefore, Councillors T. Smith 
and H. Trollope had attended the most recent meeting.  Council was informed that 
leafletting of the Sirhowy area was to be undertaken on Monday, approximately 4.30 
p.m., and Members should contact the Panel if wishing to participate. 
The Leader said that, following a query raised by the RFO, clarity had been sought from 
the Panel in respect of their constitution.  The Panel had no constitution in place 
specific to Tredegar only; therefore, it was agreed that the existing constitution for 
Ebbw Vale and Tredegar be accepted and the grant released accordingly.  
h) Tredegar Business Forum – to meet the following week. 
i) VVP / Tredegar Heritage Initiative – no meeting. 

 
 
307) Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice) 
 

 A Member suggested that a Mayor’s report could be presented to Council on a 
regular basis to communicate the work being undertaken by the Mayor and Consort. 

 Commonwealth – Fly a Flag: to be held on Monday, 13th March, 2017.  Flag to be 
raised 10.00 a.m. prompt, followed by a short ceremony in the Council Chamber and 
light refreshments, i.e. tea/coffee and soft drinks. 

 
 
There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.22 p.m. 
 

___________________________ Chair 


