TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty
House on Wednesday, 18" January, 2017 at 6.00 p.m. (6.10 start)

Present: Councillors J. Thomas (CHAIR)
T. Smith
A.E. Tippings
M. Cross
D.W.A. Howells
J.C. Morgan
P. Prosser
D. Rowberry
R. Thomas
H. Trollope
S. Trollope
B. Willis
M. Turner

In attendance: Town Clerk — Mrs. C. Price
RFO - Ms. A. Jones

By invitation: South Wales Fire and Rescue Service -
Group Manager for Torfaen and Blaenau Gwent, Dewi Jones
Station Commander for Ebbw Vale and Tredegar, Simon
Roome
Engagement, Transformation and Performance Manager,
Amanda Jenkins
Engagement, Transformation and Performance Officer,
Jemma Trivett

259) Apologies. Councillors O. Price, G. Bowen-Knight, G. Meredith and R. Watkins

260) Declarations of Interest.

The Chair reminded Members to make their declarations as and when necessary.

261) South Wales Fire and Rescue Service: To receive a presentation from
representative(s) in attendance

The Chair welcomed representatives of the South Wales Fire and Rescue Service, who
had been invited to attend to make a presentation and, in particular, to provide an
opportunity for Council to participate in the consultation process relating to the
Improvement Plan.




Following introductions of representatives in attendance, a presentation was made
outlining the following information:

Tredegar Profile

2015/2016 2016/2017 (Apr-Sept)

Tredegar Blaenau Tredegar Blaenau
Gwent Gwent
Total Fires 148 564 96 304
Deliberate Refuse Fires 55 210 52 122
Total Special Service Calls 30 155 20 66

Following an issue with Deliberate Fires (grass and refuse) in 2015/16, the Station
Commander for Ebbw Vale and Tredegar had established an operation in partnership with
the Police and PCSOs which had resulted in a reduction of 55%. However, deliberate
refuse fires was on the rise in 2016/17, with 52 incidences in the first six months (April-
Sept) compared to 55 over the previous year; in addition, an increase in deliberate vehicle
fires had been noted. Inspector Gareth Jones of the Caerphilly South policing area had led
a joint operation, which had proven successful in this area in reducing accidental fires by
56%; this including visiting schools, home safety fire checks, fitting of fire alarms, raising
awareness of preventative equipment, etc.

Abandoned Vehicles — Members thereupon sought clarity on issues in respect of
abandoned vehicles, which were a fire risk, as there had been ongoing debate whether
this was the responsibility of the Local Authority or Police. A Member said that he had
asked that vehicles be removed, under his portfolio as Executive Member for the Local
Authority, and enquired if the Fire Service could add their recommendation. The Group
Manager for Torfaen and Blaenau Gwent explained this would be dependent whether
the vehicle was abandoned on privately-owned land; the Police, nor any other party,
could intervene in this instance. The Fire Service had previously had a contract in
place to clear abandoned vehicles on their behalf, however this was no longer in place,
and the Police could intervene if the vehicle abandoned was contravening the law. The
Officer was of the understanding that the Fire Service could liaise with the Police if
considered a fire hazard, however specific details were required.

A Member enquired if the Fire Service could respond, at the request of the Local
Authority, if a vehicle was abandoned on their land. The Officer explained that the
same restrictions applied, for example the Fire Service had been unable to remove a
vehicle parked on their land as all appropriate legal documentation had been in place.
However, powers were in place to exercise influence with the Police, should the vehicle
be considered a potential arson statistic, to be removed but this would prove difficult,
even for the Police, if tax, insurance and MOT were in place.

Education — another Member highlighted that concerns had been raised on the
closure of Tredegar Fire Station, as Tredegar had been identified as a ‘hot spot’ and a
number of good firefighters had been in place. Also, in response to a question raised,
the Officer confirmed that fire service representatives visited schools, not only at key
stage 1/2 but 3/4 also, educating pupils not only on fire issues but delivering a hard-
hitting message in respect of issues relating to driving aspects, as statistics indicated
the majority of road accidents were in the 17-24 age group.

Malicious (False) calls — in respect of malicious incidents, i.e. deliberate setting of
fires, this was at 76% across Blaenau Gwent and South Wales; however, the incidents



of false alarm calls to the Fire Service was very much on a decrease, only two calls
had been received for the Tredegar area in 2015/16 and every call was challenged.

= Emergency Access — a Member enquired if difficulties had been experienced in
accessing an emergency due to the increasing number of parked vehicles, as this was
a major concern, particularly should a fatality occur as a result. The Officer was aware
of only one incident, that had occurred in Ebbw Vale, where a vehicle had been parked
on double yellow lines on a corner; however, this had been dealt with quickly and the
fire extinguished with only a slight delay. The SWFRS were liaising direct with the
appropriate Local Authority Member in respect of traffic calming measures and
circulation of leafletting information and, in his experience, there were no issues from a
fire service perspective.

Improvement Plan
» Developed to meet obligations under
- Local Government (Wales) Measure 2009
- Fire and Rescue National Framework
- Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
» Consultation period October — January
» Next step — March: publication of Improvement Plan

A Member thereupon offered the thanks of Tredegar Town Council to the Fire Service for
the continued support offered at Town Council events, which was greatly appreciated. She
asked representatives how the fire service had been effected by recommendations in
respect of funding for public services and how effectively the SWFRS were working with
police colleagues following cross-boundary working arrangements.

» Funding — the Group Manager for Torfaen and Blaenau Gwent said that the fire
service had been subject to a reduction in funding year-on-year since 2007/08 that had
resulted in a reduction of 20% up to the current financial year. The SWFRS had made
significant cuts through transformation, closure of fire stations and effective use of
second appliances, in order to make the necessary savings. Welsh Government had
recognised the ongoing work in managing resources and an increase of 1% had been
awarded for 2017/18; however, the Officer acknowledged the future was not bright for
public services.

The Engagement, Transformation and Performance Manager added that the full
Improvement Plan was accessible on the website, which laid out the priorities and
focus of the Fire Service for five years ahead.

» Cross-boundary working arrangements — in mobilising the workforce to any
incident, all vehicles were fitted with automatic vehicle location that ensured the
nearest appliance was mobilised and an appropriate Protocol in place. From May
2017, mid/west Wales and South Wales would be combining to one central location to
further achieve savings for this public service. The Vision Mobilising System was a
direct link and mapping system for all appliances on the road to provide support in
taking account of any local issues that could impact upon response times.

A Member referred to the Improvement Plan and the Future Generations Well-being Act,
stating that Tredegar Town Council had always been supportive of its’ young firefighters
and was very proud of those within the Tredegar area. He considered this document
should evidence a continued commitment to these young firefighters throughout every
unitary authority, which not only instilled pride in these youth but offered guidance and



support to adulthood, 99.9% of whom were unknown to the Police. The Engagement,
Transformation and Performance Manager confirmed this feedback of Tredegar Town
Council would be included in the consultation document.

It was agreed that the Consultation Document: “How did we do in 2015-2016 and what do
we plan to do in 2017-20187?” electronic link be forwarded to Members on email.

Partnerships

+ BG Safety Advisory Group

+ PCS Awareness Seminars

» Carers Home Safety Scheme
+ Ebbw Vale College

+ BG Domestic Abuse Group

The Station Commander for Ebbw Vale and Tredegar thereupon concluded the
presentation, outlining the differing responsibilities and basic capacity of each station and
the services delivered, e.g. in respect of flooding, the introduction of additional emergency
resources including crewing the Rescue Tender on a full time basis, inflatable emergency
boats for flooding and water rescue/swift water rescue capability; or risk, relating to
increased population numbers due to the National Eisteddfod taking place in Blaenau
Gwent. The Station Commander worked in collaboration with the Police, establishing two
Awareness Days to gain a better understanding of capabilities/risk, etc. in order to add to
intelligence and target appropriate areas - for example, tackling anti-social
behaviour/nuisance at the Aneurin Bevan Stones. The Officer said that he would be happy
to attend a future meeting, should Members wish a presentation in respect of a specific
area, such as the Youth Offending Team, vulnerable/most at risk, or drivers aged from 17-
24 years.

The Leader thanked the SWFRS representatives for attending and extended the
appreciation of Tredegar Town Council for the clear and concise information presented and
explanations to question raised. He hoped that the Town Council and Fire Service could
maintain this link in going forward and suggested such an update could be presented
annually.

A Member commended the South Wales Fire and Rescue Service for their support at a
recent traffic accident, without whom she said the paramedics would not have been able to
carry out their role.

Councillor M. Cross left the meeting at this juncture (7.54 p.m.)

262) To receive the verbal recommendations of the Performance Review meeting
held immediately prior to this meeting

The following recommendations of the Performance Review Sub-Committee were
presented for consideration:

« Budget against Actual figures to the 31° December, 2016 — the recommended
virements were accepted;

+ Budget for the Financial Year 2017/18 — the proposed budget was approved for
ratification;

* Precept — the proposed 2017/18 precept, near standstill budget for supplies and
services, was approved with the RFO instructed to notify BGCBC; and



+ Tredegar Twinning Association —

- a grant be allowed under the International Partnerships Fund of £500.00 under LGA
1972 s.137, which related to ‘Power of local authorities to incur expenditure for certain
purposes not otherwise authorised’, that stated local authorities may “subject to the
provisions of this section, incur expenditure which in their opinion is in the interests of,
and will bring direct benefit to, their area or any part of it or all or some of its
inhabitants”;

- in addition, a “Special” Grant of £300.00 be awarded.

The reason for this recommendation is that the funding would contribute to the hosting
of visitors from France to Tredegar, i.e. leaflets to be provided for the Orvault trip
promoting the Tredegar area; exchange of artefacts proving beneficial to local retail,
e.g. purchases had been made online as a result of these bi-annual visits, which
increased tourism/business; visits to sites of local interest/history and increased
revenue to local businesses; also, an educational benefit due to schools having direct
links with the Orvault Twinning Association.

The recommendations arising from the Performance Review Sub-Committee meeting were
thereupon unanimously approved by Council.

263) Grants:

a) To consider and approve grants to Sporting and Cultural organisations
Councillor M. Turner declared an interest in the following items and took no part in
the discussions or voting thereon.

Tredegar & Rhymney Golf Club Seniors Section — recommendation of £200.00: Approved
Tredegar & Rhymney Golf Club — recommendation of £200.00: Approved

** N.B. The grant of £800.00 Awarded to the Tredegar Twinning Association was again
noted at this juncture.

b) Churches & Chapels (s.137): to consider and approve grants to Churches and
Chapels
None received

264) Accounts: to consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in January 2017

» Accounts for Payment — the RFO highlighted that the Schedule of Payments ‘Total’
would be amended to reflect the additional grant of £800.00 awarded to the
Tredegar Twinning Association

= J. Parker Bulbs — Members were informed that a larger quantity of bulbs than
required had been ordered the previous year and the RFO would remove the excess
amount in the future, dependent on planting requirements
- Town Clock: a Member suggested that funding avenues be explored prior to
undertaking the necessary work to the Town Clock. The RFO suggested that a
specification could be sought to incorporate all works required, i.e. lighting, painting,
etc. outlining full potential costs in order that the Town Council could tender for the
works/apply for grants. It was agreed for Members to visit the Town Clock during
daytime hours to inspect paintwork

There being no further queries regarding the Schedule of Accounts, all presented items



were approved for payment.

265) To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council:

a) Ordinary Meeting of Council - 21° December, 2016
b) Finance and Staffing Sub-Committee - 4™ January, 2017
c) Civic Meeting of Council - 4™ January, 2017

It was agreed that all Minutes presented be moved en bloc as a true record, with any
matters arising to follow.

266) Matters arising from the Minutes

Ordinary Meeting of Council — 21%' December, 2016 —

Letter to Police and Crime Commissioner, copy to Chief Constable, expressing
concerns in respect of anti-social behaviour in the area of the town centre and lack of
resources to enforce policing, as issuing of Dispersal Orders appeared ineffective
Gymfinity Gymnastics: letter of congratulations to be sent

It was agreed that the delegated powers of expenditure for the Town Clerk, up to
£500.00, be approved to purchase necessary equipment in order for the contractual
employee of the Town Council to carry out duties included within his schedule of works
Schools Governing Bodies — agreed that the Town Clerk provide feedback of Tredegar
Town Council’s opposition to this proposal.

Town Centre Toilets — the Leader and Town Clerk had met with BG Officers; as
requested by Members, their concerns had been raised. The Leader thereupon briefly
outlined the allocation of monies from the pool available, which had been split,
approximately, as follows; Nantyglo/Blaina £1,300, Ebbw Vale £2,400, Abertillery
£1,800, Brynmawr £1,400 and Tredegar £2,200. These public conveniences were
operated through varying medium, i.e. Town Council, Business Forum and private
traders/representatives. The Leader highlighted that a draft Bill was being considered
by Welsh Government that could instruct local authorities to develop a Strategy for the
provision of public conveniences

Response - F. Olding; Clerk to pursue clarification as to initial enquiry

Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales: St. Michael's Centre, Abergavenny on 15"
February, 2017 - Leader and Town Clerk to attend

Residential development of former Aneurin Bevan Residential Home site — it was noted
that monies would not be received until the properties on the site were sold; residents in
this area had been appalled at the extremely low return on the sale of the site and the
Local Authority should be aware of the poor public perception and prevent such a
situation recurring in the future. Town Council was informed that Tredegar County
Borough Members had met with appropriate Officers to voice these concerns and an
appropriate reserve would be attached to the sale going forward, e.g. Charles Street,
Tredegar

Deighton Playing Fields: meeting of Tredegar Public Conveniences Sub-Committee
required with a view to liaising with user groups and application to be submitted to
Welsh Church Fund accordingly

Christmas Eve visits: letter of thanks to be forwarded to Tredegar Orpheus Male Voice
Choir

Civic Meeting of Council — 4™ January, 2017 —

Bryn Bach Park: feedback required on Members’ concerns regarding lack of access to



facilities over the Christmas period. A number of Members had visited Bryn Bach Park
over the weekend and had been informed that the return of revenue would not have
been enough to meet costs of opening the facility

Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum — the Deputy Leader said that she had attended the
meeting, not the Christmas Dinner as recorded; the amendment was noted accordingly
Tredegar/Ebbw Vale Crime Prevention Panel — the importance of delegates’ attendance
was stressed to engage and provide feedback

Tredegar Business Forum — the Leader had raised the concerns with the Forum
representative, as Members’ requested, but had received no further feedback following
this conversation.

Following a brief discussion, it was agreed that an Action Sheet be developed in
conjunction with the Minutes, for information, to Council.

267) Chair to sign Minutes

Minutes approved were duly signed by the Mayor in the presence of Council.

268) Correspondence

1) BGCBC a) M. Hicks Re: Meeting with Police Commissioner

— Clir S. Thomas is ok for Leader to attend but
this meeting was arranged on behalf of Alun
Davies, A.M. so maybe should check with him
first, meeting 10.02.2017 at 2.00 p.m. Executive
Room, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale. — forwarded to
Cllrs Smith/H. Trollope

- Noted
b) Minutes of the Town Community Councils
meeting 17.01.2017 — copies available at this

Ordinary Meeting for representatives.

- Noted

Councillors D. Rowberry and B Willis declared an interest in the
following items and took no part in the discussions or voting thereon.

c) i) List of licensing applications week ending

06.01.2017.
i) List of Licensing Applications week ending
13.01.2017.
- Noted
2) One Voice Wales a) Gwent Valleys Area Committee — copy of

presentation given by J. Cuthbert, Gwent Police
& Crime Commissioner.

- Noted; copy of presentation by Police and
Crime Commissioner to be attached to Council
agenda item for 15" February, 2017



3) Members’
Correspondence:

b)

d)

a)

b)

Equality, Local Government and Communities
Committee — Consultation into the Trade Union
(Wales) Bill. Submissions should be done by
17.02.2017.

- Noted; forward to Councillor M. Turner

Gwent Valleys Area Committee 10" January,
2017 - Minutes and information from the
meeting.

- Noted; Councillors J. Thomas and T. Smith had
attended the meeting

Energise Wales Newsletter January 2017.

- Noted; forward to Councillor T. Smith
Training opportunities from One Voice Wales.
- Received

1) Appointment of Independent Members to NHS
Wales, remunerated role, closing date for
applications is 03.02.2017.

i) Appointment of new Members to both
Pembrokeshire Coast & Snowdonia National
Park Authorities, remunerated roles, closing date
for applications is 30.01.2017.

- Noted

Clir Tippings Re: Floodlighting and electric hook
up — has spoken to M. Stent who will get a plan
and estimate for these works which can be used
as the basis for grant applications.

- Noted. No feedback had been received to
date; however, a Member informed Town
Council that the Officer had returned to work on
that date and a response was imminent

Cllr Turner Thanks for confirming Alex Bevan
Wales TUC will be attending the meeting and he
will ring him to discuss the background.

- Members were pleased to note that
acceptances had been received from RCN, TUC,
GMB, Unite and the Mid-Wifery



4) Aneurin Leisure

5) Police and Crime
Commissioner
for Gwent

6) Tredegar Twinning
Association

7) Peacehaven
Tenants &
Residents
Neighbourhood
Watch Association

8) Royal College

of Nursing

9) Aneurin Bevan
University
Health Board

10) Thomas Coaches

Re: Use of projection screen in the Council
Chamber — yes this can be hired as a cinema
venue.

- Noted; Clerk to ascertain if a cost would be
levied on use of the equipment in the Council
Chamber to screen events

Report of final outcomes from Police and Crime
Commissioner meetings with  Town and
Community Councils.

- Noted

Asking Council to consider giving a Special
Grant towards this year's Bi-annual visit to
Orvault - Completed grant form, other
information for RFO is to follow.

- Noted; request duly considered and approved
by the Performance Review Sub-Committee
(recorded under agenda item  ‘verbal
recommendations’ presented for consideration)

Re: Commemorative bench — Thank you for the
bench and the adjustments to improve the
overall appearance of its siting.

- Members were pleased to note that all three
benches donated by Tredegar Town Council
were respected by the public, and positive
comments received, also by the Press, in respect
of the support shown to Armed Forces and WW1
by Tredegar Town Council

Richard Jones M.B.E. will be attending meeting
19.01.2017.

- Noted

NHS Engagement Event Friday, 17" February,
2017 at 9.30 a.m., Christchurch Centre, Malpas,
Newport. Asking for Blaenau Gwent residents to
come share their views and ideas with the
people who plan and provide health services in
Gwent - added to website.

- Noted
Asking to be considered for 2017 Band Concerts.

- Noted; Clerk to write, inviting bands to
participate in the tender process for



11) Nick Smith, M.P.

12) Brecon Beacons
National Park
Authority

13) Brecon Beacons
Tourism

14) Welsh
Government

15) Communicorp

16) R Taylor-Davies

b)

b)

b)

consideration of performing during the 2017
Summer Band Concerts. It was proposed to
invite the Royal Welsh Regimental Band for the
Armed Forces Day Event and Tredegar Town
Band for the Aneurin Bevan Day

Advice Surgery: 27M January, 2017 from
4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. at Tredegar Library —
added to website.

- Noted; a public request had been received that
a surgery be held on a Saturday in the Tredegar
area, to allow those individuals with work
commitments to attend

1) Weekly list of Planning Applications, Date:
23.12.2016 — forwarded to ClIr Price

i) Weekly list of Planning Applications, Date:
30.12.2016 — forwarded to Clir Price

lii) Weekly list of Planning Applications, Date:
06.01.2017 — forwarded to ClIr Price

Agenda for Audit and Scrutiny Committee Friday,
20" January, 2017 at 10.00 a.m. — forwarded to
CllIr Price

Change of time for National Park Authority
meeting 30.06.2017, now 1.00 p.m.

- Noted

Visit Wales Industry January 2017 — proposal
guidance on fund applications available online.

- Noted

Business Wales Newsletter.
Integrated Transport System in South Wales —
acknowledging receipt of enquiry.

- Noted

Clerks & Councils Direct January 2017 Issue 109
—includes Defibs article.

- Noted

European Route of Industrial Heritage Tuesday,
14" February, 2017 at 10.00 a.m.: Pierhead,
Cardiff Bay — confirm attendance by Friday,
3" February, 2017,

- Noted

The Valleys that Changed the World — copies of
presentations from last week’s meeting.



17) Kidney Wales
Foundation

18) Night Out

19) J. Horton

20) Alzheimer’s
Society

21) Tenovus

22) Business Wales a)

b)

23) PUBLICATIONS

- Noted

Volunteer questionnaire - Clir  Tippings
responding

- Noted; Councillor Tippings had responded to
the Kidney Wales Foundation: Volunteer
guestionnaire. To be circulated to Members via
email to be completed on an individual basis

Brief outline on how the Night Out scheme
works.

- Noted; Clerk to pursue — Schools to be offered
to participate in alphabetical order, commencing
with Deighton Primary School

Community Housing Cymru Rural Housing
Conference 2017, Thursday, 26" January, 2017
at Metropole Hotel, Llandrindod Wells.

- Noted

Asking Mayor to nominate them as their chosen
charity

- Noted; to be retained on file

Asking whether Council would make this their
nominated charity for the forthcoming year or
consider making a donation.

- Noted; to be retained on file

Superfast Business Wales — download your
software directory 2016/17.

Newsletter.

- Noted

BGCBC Roadworks report week ending 13.01.2017 and 20.01.2017; Brecon
Beacons Sustainable Destination Partnership Business Wales Newsletter.

Available for Members — received.

24) AGENDA

Special Meeting of Council Thursday, 12" January, 2017 at 9.00 a.m. Council
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Meeting of Council Thursday,
121 January, 2017 — additional item No. 38a for consideration; Advance notice
of Special Meeting of Council Wednesday, 22" February, 2017 at 9.00 a.m.
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Environment, Economy and



Infrastructure Scrutiny Committee Tuesday, 17" January, 2017 at 2.00 p.m.
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Executive Committee
Wednesday, 18" January, 2017 at 11.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre,
Ebbw Vale; Special Education, Active Living and Learning Scrutiny Committee
Thursday, 19" January, 2017 at 2.30 p.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre,
Ebbw Vale; Social Services Scrutiny Committee Thursday, 19" January, 2017
at 10.30 a.m. Executive Room, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Blaenau Gwent
Heritage Forum Agenda for meeting Friday, 20" January, 2017 at 9.30 a.m.
Tredegar Library.

Available for Members — received.

Councillors J. Morgan, D. Rowberry and B Willis declared an interest in the following
items and took no part in the discussions or voting thereon.

269) Planning:

a) To consider an Officer’s Report (if received)
List of Delegated Items determined between 28" November, 2016 and 16" December,
2016:
C/2016/0258 Two storey extension, 47 Golwg-y-mynydd, Tredegar — Approved.
C/2016/0308 Non material amendment to conditions 5, 6 & 7, Former Sirhowy Infants
School, off Rhoslan, Tredegar — Approved.
C/2016/0337 Installation of flag pole in the school grounds to display Eco Green Flag,
Glanhowy Junior and Infants School, Vicarage Road, Tredegar — Approved.
C/2016/0237 Proposed new vehicular access to replace existing and new boundary
enclosures, 31 Meadow Crescent, Tredegar — Approved.
Planning Applications Report:
C/2016/0153 Outline planning for two houses, 12 Queen Victoria Street, Tredegar —
Recommendation to GRANT subject to conditions.

b) Verbal report of the Planning Committee, if any
No issue of concern raised in respect of any applications presented

c) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations.

App. No. Applicant Proposal

C/2017/0003 Mr. L. Phillips To retain the raised patios with
Bedruthan wooden boundary fence to
The Rhyd rear garden and raised
Tredegar decking to the side of dwelling,

Bedruthan, The Rhyd.
- No objections

C/2017/0006 Mr. & Mrs. J. Mills Construction of new detached
152 Vale Terrace dwelling with integral garage,
Tredegar former garden land of Kismet,

The Rhyd.

- No objections



Councillor T. Smith declared an interest in the following item and
took no part in the discussions or voting thereon.

C/2017/0010 Mr. S. Phillips Revised - To construct a green
Tai Calon Community roof bin shelter for the storage
Housing Ltd. of existing resident wheeled
Solis One, Rising Sun bins (eleven bins), land
Industrial Estate adjoining St. Georges Court.
Blaina

- No objections

d) To consider other planning matters
None received

270) Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice)

= To agree summer planting scheme - plants to be ordered accordingly —
Members asked to contact Town Council office with ideas for commemoration
planting scheme.

= Gymfinity Gymnastics - entered a number of Teams in to the Welsh Open
Cheerleading Championships, achieving three 1% Prizes, two 2" Prizes, one 4"
place and a number of individual medals. Members considered this a brilliant
achievement for the first time out, particularly taking into account that some of the
teams the Club were competing against had been in existence for some ten/twelve
years.

» Sirhowy Woodlands — major damage had been caused to the woodlands by off-
road vehicles; Blaenau Gwent were to reposition concrete/limestone blocks to
attempt to block access; another concern was in relation to the area of Aneurin
Bevan Stones. It was suggested that local Members may wish to join the litter pick.
Six off-road vehicles had been identified in the Trefil area, these photographs would
be passed to the Councillor accordingly. The Member also pointed out that control
of Troed-y-gwair had returned to the owner.

= Straying Animals — letter to be forwarded to appropriate Local Authority Officers
outlining the problems experienced throughout the Tredegar area.

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 7.54 p.m.

Chair




