TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held in the
Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on Wednesday 16" November 2016 at 6.30 p.m.

Present: Councillors T. Smith (CHAIR)
A.E. Tippings
M. Cross
D.W.A. Howells
G. Meredith
P. Prosser
D. Rowberry
R.W. Thomas
M. Turner
B. Willis

In attendance:  Town Clerk — Mrs. C. Price
RFO — Ms. A. Jones

192) Apologies. Councillors J. Thomas, O. Price, G. Bowen-Knight and

J. Morgan
Councillor Meredith extended his thanks to the Town Council for their help and support
during his recent period of absence in being able to attend meetings of the Town Council;
the understanding of Members had been greatly appreciated.
193) Declarations of Interest
The Chair reminded Members to make their declarations as and when necessary.
194) Policing matters : ten minute session to raise issues of concern with Police
Officer in attendance, if any
The apologies of the Neighbourhood Policing Team were noted; there were no issues of
concern arising however.
195) To receive any verbal recommendations of the Events Sub-Committee held

immediately prior to this meeting

The Deputy Leader provided a brief update on issues relating to discussion at the Events
Sub-Committee held immediately prior to the Ordinary Meeting of Council:

= Christmas Lights Switch-on Event — as much assistance by Members was needed at
the event and to arrive as early as possible for preparations;




= St. John Ambulance was required to levy a nominal charge at any event where an
ambulance was provided — it was agreed that further consideration would be given to
grant monies allocated in the future to offset such expenditure;

= Monies allocated to the Royal British Legion were distributed via a National pot; it
was proposed that a request be made for grants by Tredegar Town Council to be
allocated to a local fund for use by the Tredegar Branch.

= Remembrance Sunday — a meeting would be held early January between the Local
Authority, Tredegar Town Council and the Royal British Legion to discuss the
appropriate way forward in respect of proceedings for Remembrance Sunday to
clarify roles and responsibility; a letter had been sent to Aneurin Leisure Trust by
Councillor Keith Hayden in respect of this matter and copied to the Town Council for
information; consideration had been given in respect of electrical provision at the
Memorial in Bedwellty Park, i.e. power supply, floodlighting/lights, outdoor equipment
— it had been proposed that it would be appropriate to apply to the Armed Forces
Covenant Fund to seek financial assistance.

A Member expressed her disappointment at the manner in which the Royal British Legion
Chaplain had announced his feelings in front of the general public. She considered this
had been disrespectful to Members and had been saddened by this behaviour.

The Chair thanked all those who had participated and a Member thanked Aneurin Leisure,
particularly Steven Hughes, who had endeavoured to respond to any criticisms and provide
an explanation in respect of difficulties experienced in respect of communication.

Another Member highlighted that arrangements could be made for Army Cadets to lay the
wreath for any Veteran unable to negotiate the steps to the Memorial, if invited.

196) Grants:

a) To consider and approve grants to Sporting and Cultural organisations
2167 Tredegar Sqgdn Air Cadets - Recommendation of £200.00: approved.
Oak Football Club - Recommendation of £200.00: approved.
Tredegar RFC Mini & Juniors section - Recommendation of £300.00: approved (£150.00
per section).

b)Churches & Chapels (s.137): to consider and approve grants to Churches and
Chapels
None received.

197) Accounts: to consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in November 2016

The RFO spoke to the report, highlighting that bank reconciliations were available for
Members to view. The Officer drew Members’ attention to additional expenditure of
£128.50 to cover Member's expenses; therefore, the amended total for November was
£14,153.27.

In response to questions raised, the RFO confirmed the following:
= ‘Licence Mayor’s Appeal’ payment was in relation to the Lottery Licence for raffles

= RFO to liaise with website provider in respect of matters arising, i.e. updating the
cover page to reflect current events, for example a scrolling banner, and request made



for external party to share information publicly via link

It was noted that the Mayor, Consort and Deputy Leader would be judging the Christmas
Window Dressing Competition on Friday, 25" November, 2016 to be announced at the
Christmas Lights Switch-on Event.

There being no further queries regarding the Schedule of Accounts, all presented items
were approved for payment.

198) To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council:

a) Public Conveniences Sub-Committee - 17" October, 2016
b) Performance Review Sub-Committee - 19" October, 2016
c) Ordinary Meeting of Council - 19" October, 2016
d) Public Conveniences Sub-Committee - 26" October, 2016
e) Finance & Staffing Sub-Committee - 26" October, 2016
f) Events Sub-Committee - 2nd November, 2016
g) Civic Meeting of Council - 2" November, 2016

** Minutes available at meeting

It was agreed that all Minutes presented be moved en bloc as a true record, with any matters
arising to follow.

199) Matters arising from the Minutes

Tredegar Public Conveniences Sub-Committee — 17" October, 2016 —

Replacing toilet roll holders with stainless steel — RFO to liaise with suppliers to ascertain
costing;

Broken toilet seat in need of replacing.

Performance Review Sub-Committee — 19" October, 2016 —
The Deputy Leader said that a presentation by the Citizens Advice Bureau was needed.

Ordinary Meeting of Council — 19" October, 2016 —

In respect of a donation in lieu of flowers, the Clerk had liaised with the Funeral Directors
and been informed that proceeds would be passed to a private nursing home;

Change Step had been greatly appreciative of the donation received and a number of
military representatives had participated in the Cairn Memorial Service;

The Armed Forces Day event organised by Town Council would take place on Sunday,
11" June, 2017 (Clerk to liaise with The Royal Welsh to ascertain suitability) and proposed
that Aneurin Bevan Day be held July 2017;

Bryn Bach Primary School — Clerk to liaise with Police to ascertain legality of vehicles
crossing line of traffic cones to park. Members expressed disappointment at the disregard
of parents for pupil safety;

General Hospital — the Assembly Member had made reference to the Hospital recently and
it was proposed that an invitation be extended to a meeting of Council to ascertain
progress being made;

List of Buildings of Local Interest — a Member confirmed that Heritage Forum
representatives had met with the Heritage Officer, Frank Olding, to discuss this list, which
was currently ongoing. Council acknowledged these comments but reiterated that no
consultation had been undertaken with Tredegar Town Council in order to provide input, as



part of the local Development Plan process, and this was certainly needed. It was agreed
therefore that the Heritage Officer be contacted to request a copy of the list compiled;

St. James Church — concerns had been raised in respect of relocation of memorabilia.
Members recognised that, as it was the responsibility of churches and chapels to manage
such items, the proposal that these be relocated to St. George’s Church would be
appropriate.

Tredegar Public Conveniences Sub-Committee — 26" October, 2016 —

A Member suggested that an exercise could be undertaken to compare employing an
individual directly by Town Council opposed to utilising a contractor in the future. Council
highlighted this had already been undertaken by the Leader, at the request of Members,
considering employment issues — it had been ascertained that many of the risks of
employing an individual would be mitigated through dealing with a contracted agency.

Events Sub-Committee — 2" November, 2016 —

Cairn Memorial Walk — consideration to be given to commencing the walk at 9.30 a.m. to
allow those Members wishing to participate in the service at Tafarnaubach sufficient time to
attend,

Remembrance Sunday — it was noted that refreshments had been provided by Tredegar
County Borough Council Members via the Halfpenny Rate Fund, not Tredegar Town
Council,

Bedwellty House and Park — a Member recommended that flags be taken down in a timely
manner to avoid the flags deteriorating to a deplorable condition, as had been the case in
the past;

Road Closure Traffic Order — Clerk to ascertain timings of the road closure.

Civic Meeting of Council — 2" November, 2016 —

The Twinning Association had extended their thanks to Tredegar Town Council on
representation at their visit to Parliament, which was appreciated;

The Quiz Wizards Final would now be held on Thursday, gt December, 2016, and not 7
December as previously advised. It was noted that the Mayor had been disappointed that
no Members had supported her in attending the previous quiz event;

Community Connectors — it was agreed that a gift be provided to the total sum of £100.00
in support of the Christmas Day lunch, as a financial donation could not be made as there
was no bank account in existence for this project;

School Governing Bodies — a Member highlighted the stringent process in place for filling
school governor vacancies, i.e. completion of application, subject to consideration by the
Appointments Committee and an enhanced DBS check; it was compulsory this process be
followed by the Local Authority.

200) Chair to sign Minutes

Minutes not available at meeting.

201) To receive: report précis of the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales
‘Draft Annual Report for 2017/18’, as compiled by the RFO, in order for
representations / comments to be made by 28" November, 2016

Members extended their thanks to the RFO for the précis of the report; a Member

suggested that it may be of public interest to publicise all monies not claimed to evidence
the saving to the community. Members noted the maximum figure relating to the Civic



Allowance payment by any town council across Wales, which was considered significant.

It was agreed that Council support the proposed changes and there were no additional
comments from Tredegar Town Council.

202) Correspondence

1) BGCBC a) M. Hicks - Community Connectors are hosting a
Christmas Day lunch for elderly members of the
community who are socially isolated. The event
will be held at Rassau Community Centre and
they are looking for people to volunteer to
fundraise, donate a small gift or give a few hours
on Christmas Eve/Day - Asking Councillors
whether they would like to make a donation via a
special levy grant or support with a small gift or
food donations.

- Noted.

b) Clir Trollope Re: Let’s Talk, have your say on the
Council’s budgets. BGCBC are holding four
engagement events for the public to view the
proposed services changes and give feedback via
a questionnaire. Events are open to anyone or
people can take part via the online survey
available at www.blaenau-gwent.gov.uk from
Friday, 18™  November, 2016. Postal
guestionnaires can be requested by calling 01495
355092, completion deadline Sunday,
4™ December, 2016. Tredegar event: Friday,
25™ November, 2016 Tredegar Shopping Centre
(outside the old Tesco store) between 10.00 a.m.
and 2.00 p.m. - added to website

- Noted.

c) Recycling/waste information:

i) Recycling Roadshow Dates & areas -
Tredegar’s have been added to website

i) Green Waste Collections — Final collection day
of green waste will be Friday, ond December, 2016
— added to website.

iii) Recycling and Refuse Collections — Christmas
arrangements. All  Recycling and Refuse
collections will be one day late during the
Christmas period this year, i.e. if collection day
falls on Monday, 26" December it will be collected
on Tuesday, 27" December, 2016. Email includes
information on all other refuse arrangements over
the Christmas period — added to website.


http://www.blaenau-gwent.gov.uk/

- Noted.

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no
part in discussion or voting thereon.

2) One Voice Wales

d)

a)

b)

d)

I) List of Licensing Applications week ending
04.11.2016.

i) List of Licensing Applications week ending
11.11.2016.

- Noted.

Gwent Valleys Area Committee — Minutes of the
AGM and Ordinary Meeting. Next meeting
Tuesday, 10™ January, 2017 at 7.00 p.m.
Pontypool Community Council with
Mr. J. Cuthbert in attendance. Items for agenda
to be forwarded no later than Thursday,
1% December, 2016.

- Noted; forward to Councillor T. Smith.

One Voice Wales Innovative Practice National
Awards 2017 — opportunity for Councils to
showcase the services it provides for their
community and receive recognition they deserve.
Brochure listing the award categories and
nomination form attached.

- Noted:; to be added to website.

The Culture, Welsh Language and
Communication Committee is undertaking an
inquiry into “the Welsh Government’'s new Welsh
Language Strategy” available at
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultation
Display.aspx?1D=232,

responses by 30" November, 2016.

- Noted.

Cymru’'n Cofio Wales Remembers 1914-1918'’s
Programme 2017 — appealing for details of events
that could be featured in the Programme
brochure.

- Noted; ascertain if any details for inclusion.

Peer Networking & Lead with Confidence
workshop — Diversity in Democracy Project. Free
event for those interested in standing for local
government or town/community election or you
are already a Councillor who would like to offer


http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultation

3) Gwent Police

f)

9)

h)

support.  Places are limited so booking is
essential. Dates: Monday, 5" December, 2016
Neath Community Centre 5.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m.,
Wednesday, 7" December, 2016 Newport YMCA
5.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m.

- Noted.

Talking Future Generations Report available at
http://futuregenerations.wales/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/Stakeholder-Event-
Report-English-281016-small-without-
watermark.pdf

- Noted.

Natural Resources Wales Report It number —
number to report environmental incidents has now
changed to Tel: 03000 653000 - added to
website

- Noted.

Training:-

i) Devolution of Services Training, Bridgend on
Tuesday, 29" November, 2016.

i) Information management, Usk on Tuesday,
6" December, 2016 at 6.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.

- Noted; the Leader and Deputy Leader had
attended this training however, due to
Members’ experience, a higher content level
would have proven beneficial.

Wes Morgan — Update on lllegal off-road vehicles.

Members expressed concern in respect of this
serious issue throughout Tredegar, highlighting
that a policy had been drawn up with the Officer’s
predecessor, PC Jamie Witcombe, which had
proven far more successful. Criminals appeared
to show disdain for the local Policing team and
comments had been made to the M.P. in respect
of the lack of Police. Members also highlighted
that CCTV needed to be monitored, particularly in
the town centre referring to an issue at the NCB
over the weekend.

It was agreed that an invitation be extended to the
Police and Crime Commissioner, together with
the Inspector, to attend a formal meeting of
Council in order to respond to concerns.


http://futuregenerations.wales/wp/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Stakeholder-Event-Report-English-281016-small-without-watermark.pdf
http://futuregenerations.wales/wp/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Stakeholder-Event-Report-English-281016-small-without-watermark.pdf
http://futuregenerations.wales/wp/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Stakeholder-Event-Report-English-281016-small-without-watermark.pdf
http://futuregenerations.wales/wp/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Stakeholder-Event-Report-English-281016-small-without-watermark.pdf

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no
part in discussion or voting thereon.

4) Brecon Beacons
National Park
Authority

5) Planning Aid

Wales

6) Burrows

7) R. Trimm

8) Kidney Wales
Foundation

9) Clir Hayden

10) A. Davies, A.M.

a)

b)

i) Weekly lists of Planning Applications, Date:
28.10.2016 — forwarded to CllIr Price

i) Weekly lists of Planning Applications, Date:
04.11.2016 — forwarded to ClIr Price

- Noted.

Agenda for National Park Authority Friday,
11™ November, 2016 at 10.00 a.m., Plas Y
Ffynnon, Brecon - forwarded to ClIr Price

- Noted.

Seeking your views on an idea for a Planning
Network for Community and Town Councils —
closing date 16.11.2016.

- Noted.

Invite to advertise in the Blaenau Gwent Street
Atlas and guide, pricelist for various size adverts
included.

- Noted; RFO to negotiate on behalf of Council.

Blaenau Gwent Forum Friday, 18" November,
2016 at 12.00 noon at The Moose Hall -
forwarded to Cllrs Tippings and Price

- Noted.

Annual Reflections Christmas Concert Thursday,
8" December, 2016 at 7.15 p.m. The City Parish
of St. John the Baptist, Cardiff. Contact Tel:
02920 343940 for tickets.

- Noted this event was the same evening as the
Quiz Wizards Final so Members unable to
attend.

Letter of complaint from Mrs. A. Ingram regarding
the bench at Peacehaven.

- Noted; to be considered accordingly.

Offering to attend a meeting over the next few
months and leaflets with his contact details, plus
information on matters he can help with, that can
be made available to constituents.



- Noted; invitation to attend a future meeting of

Council.
11) Superfast How could you improve your communication
Business Wales strategy? Up-coming events.
- Noted.

12) PUBLICATIONS

BGCBC Roadworks report week ending 11.11.2016 & 18.11.2016.; Ville
D’Orvault Orvault & Co Nov/Dec 2016 Issue 08; Communicorp Local Councils
Update November 2016 Issue 201; Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council
Patients Voice News Bulletin Issue 28 July-September 2016.- added to
website

Available for Members — received.

13) AGENDA

Special Meeting of the Executive Tuesday, 10" January, 2017 at 9.00 a.m.
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Joint Scrutiny Committee
Monday, 9™ January, 2017 at 2.00 p.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw
Vale; Audit Committee December 2016 Cycle — meeting rescheduled from
5" December, 2016 to Tuesday, 20" December, 2016 at 9.30 a.m. Council
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Education, Active Living &
Learning Scrutiny Committee 24™ November, 2016 at 2.30 p.m. -
CANCELLED; Corporate Overview Scrutiny Committee  Monday,
14" November, 2016 at 10.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw
Vale; Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum meeting Friday, 18" November, 2016 at
9.30 a.m. Tredegar Library; Education, Active Living & Learning Scrutiny
Committee Wednesday, 16" November, 2016 at 4.00 p.m. Ebbw Fawr
Learning Community, Second Phase, The Works Site, Ebbw Vale; Executive
Committee Thursday, 17" November, 2016 at 11.00 a.m. Council Chamber,
Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Planning Committee — December 2016; meeting
rescheduled from 8" December, 2016 to Thursday, 15" December, 2016 at
3.00 p.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Consultation with
Town/Community Councils Revenue Budget 2017/18 — Special Meeting being
held Tuesday, 10" January, 2017 at 11.30 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic
Centre, Ebbw Vale; Environment, Economy & Infrastructure Scrutiny
Committee Tuesday, 22" November, 2016 at 2.00 p.m. Council Chamber,
Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale.

Available for Members — received.

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no part in
discussion or voting thereon.

203) Planning:

a) To consider an Officer’s Report (if received)
Planning Inspectorate Appeals/DNS update October 2016:
C/2016/0038 Mr. M. Koperski, 4-5 The Circle, Tredegar — Status: Appeal turned away.
Members asked that a progress report be sought in respect of removal of scaffolding, as
concerns were raised in respect of health and safety.



C/2016/0101 Mr. K. Lewis, land at Coed Hirgan Farm, Tredegar — Status: Awaiting
decision — noted.

C/2016/0142 Mr. R. Singh, Nisa, 21 Park Place, Tredegar — Status: Inspector appointed-
passed.

List of Delegated Items determined between 22nd August 2016 and 14th October
2016:

C/2016/0214 Direction and information signs with street map and colour coding, St
Georges Court, Tredegar — Approved.

C/2016/0250 Replacement of existing flag pole with 7.5m high totem sign, Lidl
Supermarket, Gelli Road, Tredegar — Approved.

C/2016/0260 Discharge of condition: 3 — Demolition Method Statement of planning
permission C/2015/0181, 1 Cross Brook Cottages, Trefil — Condition Discharged.
C/2016/0256 Provide wheelchair ramp and entrance door, 113 St. Georges
Court, Tredegar — Approved.

C/2016/0202 Two detached houses, land adjoining 2 Sirhowy Houses, Dukestown Road,
Tredegar — Approved.

C/2016/0196 Retention of three existing CCTV cameras and 1 proposed CCTV camera,
Newton Heath, Nine Arches, Tredegar — Approved.

C/2016/0212 Proposed enlarged replacement garage, Hirgan Farm, Tredegar — Approved.
C/2016/0242 Convert existing garage into sun room/utility room and raise existing garage
roof from 2.4m to 3m and install roof light, 1 Rose Farm Bungalows, Tredegar — Approved.
C/2015/0386 Refurbishment of building, Tredegar Arms Hotel — Approved.

C/2016/0233 Change of use from B2 to D2 for use as a gymnastics gymnasium, Unit 5
Sirhowy Ind. Estate, Tredegar — Approved.

C/2016/0234 Retention of single storey extension to side and rear of property, 27
Tynewydd, Tredegar — Approved.

C/2016/0245 Discharge of conditions 6-9, 12, 19-21 and 24, Eurocaps Ltd, Crown
Business Park, Tredegar — Condition Discharged.

b) Verbal report of the Planning Committee, if any

c) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations.

App. No. Applicant Proposal
C/2016/0333 Mr. C. Pendry Demolish  existing rear
50 Vale Terrace extension and construct
Tredegar new a storey rear
extension, 50 Vale
- No objections Terrace.

Councillor T. Smith declared an interest in the following item and
took no part in discussion or voting thereon.

C/2016/0337 Mrs. R. Fowler Flag pole height will be up
Glanhowy Primary to 8 metres, Glanhowy

- No objections Tredegar Primary School

C/2016/0338 Mr. J. Thomas Proposed plans for
78 Gwent Way driveway in front garden,

- No objections Tredegar 78 Gwent Way.



d) To consider other planning matters

None received.

204) Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice)

School Governor representation

Vacancies - Bryn Bach and Glanhowy Primary Schools — a Member highlighted
that Bryn Bach Primary School was within the central and west catchment area;
Remembrance / Armistice events — the placing of poppies could be built upon in
the future. In respect of the complaint received in respect of the bench/plinth located
in Peacehaven, it was noted that no other complaints had been received and, on
speaking with local residents, Tredegar Town Council had been commended —
Councillors T. Smith and J. Morgan to meet with complainant.

Tredegar Arms Hotel — this had been approved and hopefully would commence in
the near future; this was a major positive for the town centre refurbishment.

Aneurin Bevan Day — Councillor M. Turner to liaise with Clerk in respect of meeting
with union representatives; proposed that 30" November, 2016 be offered to
ascertain suitability.

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.39 p.m.

Chair




