TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty
House on Wednesday 4™ January, 2017 at 6.30 p.m. (6.35 p.m. start)

Present: Councillors J. Thomas (CHAIR)
T. Smith
A. Tippings
D.W.A. Howells
D. Rowberry
H. Trollope
S. Trollope
M. Turner
B. Willis

In attendance: Town Clerk — Mrs. C. Price

RFO - Ms. A. Jones

241) Apologies. Councillors O. Price, G. Bowen-Knight, G. Meredith, J.C. Morgan,
P. Prosser and R. Thomas

242) Declarations of Interest

The Chair reminded Members to make their declarations as and when necessary.

243) To consider the exclusion of the Press and public by virtue of the matters to be

discussed under the provisions of the LGA 1972 Schedule 12A

Moved, the meeting was closed to the public.

244) To receive the verbal recommendations of the Finance and Staffing Sub-

Committee held immediately prior to this meeting

The Finance and Staffing Sub-Committee had given due consideration to the budget

proposals, which would be subject to ongoing discussion by Members and full Council.

245) To discuss the initial 2017/2018 budget proposals and make any necessary

recommendations for the final budget

Proposals in respect of the budget-setting process for 2017/2018 had been presented by

the RFO; a full report would be brought back to full Council, following appropriate

discussion and consideration of minor amendments, in order for the budget to be agreed
for the 2017/2018 financial year.




In response to a question raised regarding ‘Pensions’, the Member was informed this was
the remit of the Chair of the Finance and Staffing Sub-Committee and the RFO.

246) To re-open the Meeting to the Public

Moved, the meeting was re-opened to the public.

247) Grants:

a) To receive and consider grants to Sporting and Cultural organisations

Tredegar and Rhymney Golf Club Seniors Section - Request for financial assistance to be
used towards the costs of providing golfing arrangements such as competitions and
fixtures solely for this section within the Club.

Previous — 2013/14 Dec’13 CQ No. 682 £200.00: Approved

Tredegar and Rhymney Golf Club - Request for financial assistance to be used towards
the costs of renewing winter mats.

Previous — 2013/14 Dec’'13 CQ No. 682 £200.00: Approved

b) To receive and consider grants to Churches & Chapels (s.137)
None received.

Councillors D. Rowberry and B Willis declared an interest in the following items and
took no part in the discussions or voting thereon.

248) Planning:

a) To consider an Officer’s Report (if received).
None received.

b) Verbal report of the Planning Committee, if any.
The Leader had attended a meeting of Blaenau Gwent CBC and was pleased to report that
it had now been agreed for the development of the former Aneurin Bevan site.

c) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations.

App. No. Applicant Proposal

C/2016/0378 Ms. P. Thomas Retention of the raised patio area
Cranford and sunroom at the rear of the
The Rhyd property, Cranford, The Rhyd
Tredegar

- No objections

d) To consider other planning matters

Clerk to liaise with Planning Section, Blaenau Gwent CBC, to ascertain if aware of any
planning development applicable in respect of an area to the rear of Rock Houses,
Georgetown, Tredegar.



249) Correspondence

Councillors D. Rowberry and B Willis declared an interest in the
following item and took no part in the discussions or voting thereon.

1) BGCBC

2) One Voice Wales a)

b)

3) Welsh Government

4) Scope

5) Maire D’Orvault

6) PUBLICATIONS

List of Licensing Applications week ending
30.12.2016.

- Noted.
Bathing Water Review in Wales 2017 -

consultation now open until 15.02.2017.
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/

bathing-water-review-wales-2017

- Noted.

Battle’s Over — A Nation’s Tribute 100 Years of
Remembrance 11" November, 2018. A chain of
beacons will be Iit at 7.00 p.m. Sunday,
11" November, 2018. Invitation to participate in
this beacons event.

- Noted. Clerk to liaise with the Team
Leader — Community Safety to ascertain if
Tredegar Town Council could use the
beacon for the event; also, engage with
Army/Air Cadets, Fire Cadets and Scouts.

Community and Town Council Elections 2017:
poster advertising how to become a Town
Councillor — added to website and placed in
noticeboard.

- Noted.

Dates of house to house collections being made
in Tredegar during April 2017.

- Noted.
Happy New Year wishes.

- Noted.

BGCBC Roadworks report week ending 30.12.2016; Ville D’Orvault Orvault &

Co Jan/Feb 2017 Issue 09.

Available for Members — received.

7) AGENDA

Special Joint Scrutiny Committee Monday, 9" January, 2017 at 2.00 p.m.
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Executive Committee
Tuesday, 10" January, 2017 at 9.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre,


https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/%20bathing-water-review-wales-2017
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/%20bathing-water-review-wales-2017

Ebbw Vale; Corporate Overview Scrutiny Committee Monday, 9" January,
2017 at 10.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Education,
Active Living and Learning Scrutiny Committee Wednesday, 11" January,
2017 at 2.00 p.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale.

Available for Members — received.

250) Updates regarding Bedwellty House and Park—any issues to have been
previously reported direct to the House Management personally

Members expressed disappointment that Bedwellty House had been closed over the
Christmas period and the gates closed to motorists, and Parc Bryn Bach closed also, with
no public toilet facilities for visitors or refreshments, highlighting that some visitors had to
travel to visit these Parks.

A Member said that he had visited Parc Bryn Bach twice over the Christmas period and the
car park had been full and he had been inundated with complaints regarding the lack of
facilities. He considered it would be appropriate that Tredegar Town Council relay their
dismay, as a skeleton team of staff could have ensured visitors had access to basic
facilities.

Another Member suggested that should Aneurin Leisure be opposed to providing staff over
the holiday periods, consideration could be given to outsourcing of portaloos and allowing
mobile catering within the Parks. However, it was noted that Tredegar Town Council
should be congratulated on ensuring the town centre public toilets were opened over the
Christmas period. A Member suggested, with the staggered closure of Sports Centres
throughout the County Borough, this would have been an excellent opportunity for Aneurin
Leisure to promote the services provided at Bedwellty House and Park, in addition to
securing further revenue. In response to a question raised, a Member confirmed that
Aneurin Leisure services were subsidised by the Local Authority.

A Member expressed concern that the top gate at Bedwellty Park had been open
throughout the Christmas period, and large groups of youths had congregated in the Park,
and this had to be addressed. It was recognised the difficulty in ensuring the Park was
secure and the Police merely took such youngsters home to their parents.

Members congratulated the House Manager and staff on the excellent activities provided
leading up to Christmas — such as children’s events, parties and Christmas lunches.

251) Delegates: to receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies
and the recommendations of Sub-Committees / Working Parties:

a) Joint Committee of Local Councils - no meeting

b) Gwent Valleys One Voice Wales - no meeting

c) One Voice Wales Larger Councils and AGM - no meeting

d) Tredegar Twinning - no meeting

e) School Governing Bodies - Bryn Bach Primary School was proceeding well with
Christmas activities as, the Member was sure, was the case for all Primary Schools
throughout Tredegar; Tredegar Comprehensive School had received an outstanding
report from Estyn and Members suggested that the School Governors should thank the
Headteacher on this achievement, Town Council wished to extend best wishes to
Emma Cavender-Morris, who had been very helpful at the Christmas Light Switch-on



f)

event, following a traffic accident prior to Christmas.

Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum the Deputy Leader had attended the Christmas
Dinner, which had been very nice! A radio play by Peter Morgan-Jones, ‘The Last
Coach Driver’, had been edited and was now available for sale on reaching completion
— there was a link to the website that outlined all the products on sale, e.g. journals,
films, etc.

g) Tredegar/Ebbw Vale Crime Prevention Panel — the Leader had attended the launch

with Gwent Police, outlining issues in respect of dangers such as doorstep scams, and
encouraging members of the public to become involved.

h) Tredegar Business Forum — Leader to liaise with the Business Forum, emphasising

the need for Tredegar Town Council to engage with Tredegar Business Forum,
particularly with the support of the Council’'s budget being allocated to services within
the town centre, such as the provision of Christmas lights, public toilets, etc.

i) VVP/ Tredegar Heritage Initiative — a meeting was convened prior to Christmas —

scaffolding was being erected to the TA; Chemist, property gutted, a Ministerial visit
was hoped for February; work was being commissioned in respect of 4/5 The Circle
and the NCB, which had been qualified as a Listed Building in respect of its heritage.

252) Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice)

The Deputy Leader provided feedback in respect of the Community Connector event
‘Christmas Day Lunch’; so much generosity had been shown to this event — everyone
who attended had received a large selection box of gifts, such as toiletries, clothing
and sweets. One business in Blaenau Gwent had been unable to donate a gift so had
collated and wrapped all the gifts. The guests had been overwhelmed by the
generosity and the event had proven extremely successful; the congratulations of the
Town Council were extended to the Community Connector group. It was agreed that
any photographs available could be shared on the Town Council website.

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 7.14 p.m.

Chair




