TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty
House on Wednesday 1° February, 2017 at 6.30 p.m.

Present: Councillors T. Smith (CHAIR)

A. Tippings

M. Cross

P. Prosser

H. Trollope

S. Trollope

R. Thomas

M. Turner

B. Willis

In attendance: Town Clerk — Mrs. C. Price

271) Apologies. Councillors J. Thomas, O. Price, G. Bowen-Knight, D. Howells,
J. Morgan, D. Rowberry and R. Watkins

272) Declarations of Interest

The Chair reminded Members to make their declarations as and when necessary.

273) Grants:

a) To receive and consider grants to Sporting and Cultural organisations

Tredegar Horse Show - Request for financial assistance to be used towards the costs of
their annual Horse Show which is being held on Sunday, 28" May, 2017.

Previous — 2015/16 Feb’16 CQ No. 333 £200.00: Approved

Clarification was needed, however, if the £200.00 related to a specific Award Category or
merely included as a general grant.

b) To receive and consider grants to Churches & Chapels (s.137)

Bethania Chapel - Request for financial assistance to be used towards further developing
links with the community such as being able to continue to offer coffee mornings where
refreshments are available welcoming the community to meet and chat.

Previous — 2015/16 Oct’15 CQ No. 271 £225.00: Approved

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following items and took no part in the
discussions or voting thereon.




274) Planning:

a) To consider an Officer’s Report (if received).
None received.

b) Verbal report of the Planning Committee, if any
None received.

c) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations.

App. No. Applicant Proposal
C/2017/0016 Mr. B. Jones Detached dwelling, vehicular
New House access and parking land
Rear of Park Gates  adjoining Sunny Rise, Merthyr
Lower Salisbury Road
- No objections  Street, Tredegar
C/2017/0017 Mr. C. Rogers Change of use for the whole
Coalfields ground floor of Aneurin Bevan
Regeneration Trust House from Bl (offices) to A2
1 Waterside Park (financial and professional
Valley Way services), 40 Castle Street
Wombwell
Barnsley
- No objections; Members welcomed and supported the proposal.
C/2017/0018  Mr. D. Pomphrey Demolition and  rebuild  of
Cellar Ddu Farm agricultural  building  (formerly
Abertysswg Road cottages) to form two bedroom
Tredegar dwelling, including reinstatement

of track and provision of turning
area and two parking spaces,
Garn Farm, Abertysswg Road
- No objections; however, Members recognised there could arise an issue
that the development could be outside the Development Zone.

C/2017/0024  Mrs. W. Powell Change of use from office
30 Oliver Jones space to bar restaurant, first
Crescent floor 7 The Circle
Tredegar

- No objections to the proposal, in principle.

However, Members raised the following issues that the application
would need to address: parking provision, disability access, existing fire
escape and interior stairwell appropriate to meet change of use needs,
emergency exits/sprinkler system, entrance suitability to meet
increased numbers of egress, conversion point at top of stairs - Health
and Safety risk of people congregating, and operational query,
l.e. 1.00 a.m. closure.

C/2017/0025  Mr. & Mrs. G. Hughes New detached bungalow and

New House garage, garden land of New
St. James Close House, St. James Close
Tredegar

- No objections



d) To consider other planning matters

None received.

275) Correspondence

1) BGCBC

a)

b)

d)

Consultation with Town/Community Councils
Thursday, 16" February, 2017 at 2.30 p.m.
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale —
Iltems for inclusion on the agenda to be
submitted no later than 12.00 noon on Friday,
3" February, 2017.

- Items to be presented for consideration:

» What support was Blaenau Gwent CBC
providing to Tredegar Town Council in
dealing with nuisance of off-road vehicles -
Members had attended a meeting with the
Rights of Way Officer, however a Strategy
was needed between the Local Authority
and Police

= Concerns of Dispersal Orders - lack of
police resources, Blaenau Gwent had staff
resources to support and help deliver?

» Clarification on use of mobile cameras to
address issues relating to fly tipping, off-
road vehicles, etc.

Information about local Elections — Briefing
sessions for prospective candidates are being
held at 5.00 p.m. on Thursday, 16™ February and
Monday, 20" February at the General Offices —
Letter copied to all Members who are to
contact BGCBC to confirm if they wish to
attend a session.

- Received.

Formal Consultation Findings Report and
Statutory Notice on Improving Provision and
Building Capacity for Children and Young People
with Social, Emotional and/or Behavioural
Difficulties (SEBD) — BGCBC are endorsing the
proposal to proceed with the Council’s preferred
option in respect of creating a delivery model to
improve provision and build capacity. Any
objections to the proposal should be made by
28" February, 2017.

- Noted and supported in principle, subject to
further information being provided.

1) List of Licensing Applications week ending
20.01.2017.



2) One Voice Wales

3) Welsh Government

b)

d)

a)

i) List of Licensing Applications week ending
27.01.2017.

- Noted; Clerk to request further information in
respect of an application for a New Premises
Licence.

Nest Information — number of properties in
Blaenau Gwent that have benefited from the
Welsh Government’s Warm Home Scheme.

- Noted; Members welcomed this information.

Reform of school governance: Regulatory
Framework — Consultation is now open, closes
17.02.2017.
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/
consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales

- Noted.

Auditor General Wales, Press release:
Investment in third sector services increasing but
local authorities in Wales not making best use of
the third sector.

- Noted.

Auditor General Wales, Press release:
Community Councils need to improve financial
management and governance.

- Noted.

Programme 2017 to mark the centenary of the
First World War now launched: Registration
process and new “Gallery”.

- Noted. Members highlighted that memorabilia
commemorating both WW1 and WW2 were
noticeable throughout Tredegar and further
commemoration would be considered by the
Heritage Sub-Committee the next financial year.

Community/Place Planning Training: Tuesday,
7" February, 2017 from 6.30 p.m. Council Office,
Bedwas

- Noted.
Town and Community Councils survey

researching services and assets managed by
Town/Community councils — form attached.


https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/%20consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-regulatory-framework-wales
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/%20consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-regulatory-framework-wales
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/%20consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-regulatory-framework-wales

4) Update on
requested further
information:

5) Aneurin Leisure
Trust:

6) Insp. Green

b)

b)

b)

- Noted; Clerk to complete survey.

Response to query regarding the South Wales
Metro.

- Noted; Members said that the response did not
answer why Tredegar was the only major town
not included in literature, as the town was
serviced by the X4. Clerk to pursue and copy in
A.M. to correspondence.

Burrows: Advertising in the Blaenau Gwent
Street Atlas and guide — best price for half page
and quarter page.

- Noted; liaise with Blaenau Gwent CBC to
ascertain if all Town/Community Councils contact
details will be in the publication.

Ace Essentials: Response to query regarding
stainless steel toilet roll dispensers.

- Noted; RFO to liaise with Ace highlighting
comparative quotes and ascertain the cost of
fitting with the Town Council’s plumber, should
the units only be purchased.

Re: Costs levied for use of Council Chamber to
screen events — if viewings required opening
above and beyond regular opening hours then
the cost of staffing would be incurred.

- Noted.

Confirming receipt of feedback regarding
Christmas closure of sites; forwarded email to
relevant manager for them to respond direct.

- Local Authority Members had attended a
presentation on marketing by the Aneurin
Leisure Trust; Tredegar Members had raised the
closure of Bryn Bach Park over the Christmas
period and received positive feedback, i.e. a
snack shack would be placed on site during such
times and, therefore by law, toilet facilities had to
be provided. Clerk to pursue response from
Manager.

Request for all operational matters to be brought
to the attention of local officers and not the
PCC’s office; lIssues regarding ASB raised
recently by Councillors will be addressed



7) Kidney Wales

expeditiously.

- Members considered there remained a need to
liaise directly with the PCC, as Members and the
public were unable to get a response from
Officers, whether contacting 101, PCSOs or
Police Officers. For instance, a Member had
contacted the Police to report a significant
number of youths kicking a football in the town
centre, which had almost smashed the glass of
the Town Clock; no police response had been
forthcoming. Earlier that night, Members had
attempted to contact the Police regarding serious
vandalism in Commercial Street, but had been
unable to obtain a response, and had therefore
emailed the Inspector, who had responded over
24 hours later that the matter would be passed to
PS Matthew Briggs to be addressed. Members
considered this response unacceptable.

There was an increasing issue of anti-social
behaviour, with a significant number of youths
congregating in Tredegar who appeared to be
drawn into the area from other towns also.
Members emphasised that Town Councils had to
achieve value for money, particularly as a
contribution was now being sought towards
CCTV provision.

A Member wished to stress that, as a Town
Councillor, he had been elected to take forward
the concerns of his constituents, who were
extremely unhappy with policing in the Tredegar
area, and was therefore entitled to report direct
to the PCC, or ring 999 rather than 101, until an
effective police presence was evident within
Tredegar.

It was agreed that the Clerk respond to the
Inspector that Members would continue to write
to the PCC/Chief Constable, as this issue was
not only effecting traders in Tredegar but was a
cause for concern for the safety of pedestrians
also.

Walk for Life Sunday, 23" April, 2017.

- Noted; Councillor Jacqueline Thomas was
dealing with organising this event. Clerk to
check date of the Hospice of the Valleys annual
event. Members were invited to take part in the
Walk Around Wales event; a Member said that
she was liaising with the Chief Executive of



8) C. Keane

9) S. lles

10) R. Trimm

11) Planning Aid
Wales

12) R. Taylor-Davies

a)

Kidney Wales who was walking the whole of
Wales, in respect of the Merthyr Tydfil to
Newport leg, with a view to visiting Tredegar én
route for a photoshoot opportunity, possibly at
Parc Bryn Bach or the Town Clock. The Member
would circulate details once known.

Putting forward three names for a Civic Award
from Town Council.

- Noted; following a brief discussion it was
agreed that the two youngsters receive a Civic
Award for their assistance. Clerk to attempt to
obtain details of the incident from PC Mike
Davies, who was in attendance.

Would like to become involved with protecting
the town’s history/buildings such as Tredegar
General hospital. Asking who to contact.

- Alun Davies, A.M. was the lead contact in
respect of this issue. The BBC had contacted
the Local Authority Leader, which had been
passed to Councillor John Morgan to respond on
the heritage of the town and the General
Hospital. Councillor P. Prosser had been invited
to provide information and had confirmed that
Aneurin Bevan had never been in Medical Aid
but had represented the Town Council on the
Committee, and later as Chair.

Councillor Turner informed Members that he was
liaising with the Leader and Deputy Leader to
progress Aneurin Bevan Day.

Blaenau Gwent Forum meeting 3™ February,
2017 — forwarded to Clirs Tippings/Price

- Noted.

Community engagement network event Tuesday,
7" February, 2017 at 12.00 noon at YMCA
Newport, £15 plus booking fee.

- Noted.

I) The Valleys that changed the World — Free
familiarisation visit on 1% March, 2017 to sites in
the Monmouthshire area. Anyone interested in
attending needs to book a place.

i) Reminder of familiarisation visit on 1% March,
2017 - interested people must confirm their place
by the end of this week.



b)

13) GAVO a)

b)

14) H. Roxby

15) Brecon Beacons  a)
Tourism
b)

c)

Refugee Wales: An exhibition at Cynon Valley
Museum 26" January to 4™ March, 2017.

- Noted.
Details of youth funding — Grow Wild.
- Noted; forward information to Kidz R Us.

Communities First Ebbw Fawr Cluster “Find your
Future” employment and careers event on
Wednesday, 22" February, 2017 from
10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. at Ebbw Vale Sports
Centre — added to website

- Noted.

Survey from ProMo-Cymru who are developing
ways to support third sector and community
involving organisations with marketing,
communications, ICT and innovation. Survey is
asking what kind of support would best help your
organisation achieve its aims.

- Noted; email to Councillor H. Trollope.

Ebbw Vale Networking Launch Tuesday,
14" March, 2017 at 7.15 a.m. to 9.00 a.m. The
Brewers Fayre, Ebbw Vale, fee of £10pp payable
to cover room hire and breakfast.

- Noted; email to Councillor A.E. Tippings.

Link to Visit Wales’ newly created marketing
tools to use during 2017 Year of Legends.
Tourism Conference 9™ February, 2017 at
9.30 a.m. at Llangynidir Village Hall, place
booking essential.

EventBrite: Green Tourism Workshop
9" February, 2017 at 2.00 p.m. at Llangynidir
Village Hall, place booking essential.

- Noted.

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following items and took no part
in the discussions or voting thereon.

16) Brecon Beacons  a)
National Park
Authority

b)

1) Weekly list of Planning Applications, Date:
13.01.2017 — forwarded to ClIr Price

i) Weekly list of Planning Applications, Date:
20.01.2017 — forwarded to Clir Price

Change of time for National Park Authority
meeting 07.04.2017, now 10.15 a.m.



- Noted.

17) PUBLICATIONS

BGCBC Road works report week ending 27.01.2017 and 03.02.2017; One
Voice Wales January bulletin; Wales Audit Office Newsletter; Communicorp
Local Councils Update January/February 2017 Issue 203; Brecon Beacons
Sustainable Destination Partnership Tourism news.

Available for Members — received.

18) AGENDA

Ordinary Meeting of Council Thursday, 26" January, 2017 at 9.00 a.m.
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Advance notice of Special
Education, Active Living & Learning Scrutiny Committee Thursday, 17" February,
2017 at 9.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Audit
Committee, February/March 2017 Cycle — Meeting 7" February, 2017 has
been CANCELLED, next meeting will now be held Tuesday, 14™ March, 2017
at 9.30 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; General Licensing
Committee, Tuesday, 31° January, 2017 at 9.00 a.m. — CANCELLED;
Joint Scrutiny Committee (Budget Monitoring) Thursday, 2" February, 2017 at
10.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Planning Committee —
February Cycle: Thursday, 9" February, 2017 at 2.00 p.m. — CANCELLED;
Special Meeting of the Executive Committee Monday, 6™ March, 2017 at
9.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale.

Available for Members — received.

276) Updates regarding Bedwellty House and Park - any issues to
previously reported direct to the House Management personally

Thanks were extended to the House for reinstating the lighting in the Chamber.

have been

277) Delegates: to receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies

and the recommendations of Sub-Committees/Working Parties:

a) Joint Committee of Local Councils - no meeting

b) Gwent Valleys One Voice Wales - no meeting

c) One Voice Wales Larger Councils and AGM - no meeting

d) Tredegar Twinning — Clerk to ascertain date of next meeting

e) School Governing Bodies - positive feedback had been noted that

the Tredegar school cluster was the best improved across Blaenau Gwent, if not the
whole of Wales, and Tredegar Comprehensive School was the most improved
secondary school throughout Wales. Members offered congratulations to the
Schools on this achievement. In response to a question raised, a Member confirmed
that the two 3-16 Learning Campuses remained in the ‘red’ category.

All Headteachers and Governor representatives had been invited to attend a meeting
at Tredegar Comprehensive School with the Corporate Director Education, Deputy
Director and School Development Officer. However, attendees had not considered
the meeting productive, as no models had been presented or information in respect of
schools working together in clusters, or an agreement to develop a Federation, in
formalising arrangements.

f) Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum - unfortunately, the plaque attached to



the stone placed in Bedwellty Park appeared illegible; therefore, a sign-writer was
being sought to rectify this issue.

g) Tredegar / Ebbw Vale Crime Prevention Panel — Town Council

emphasised the importance of attendance by Delegates. A Member suggested that a
request be made to the Crime Prevention Panel to ascertain if grant monies were
available to purchase CCTV equipment to use to target off-road vehicles.

It was noted that a grant could be made direct to the PCC for specific projects or to
the Crime Prevention Panel Administrator, Ryan Hill.

h) Tredegar Business Forum — no meeting at present; however, the

Leader would continue to liaise with the Business Forum representative.

i) VVP/ Tredegar Heritage Initiative — work had commenced to the TA

and works/grants were considered acceptable. Funding had been awarded for 10
The Circle but would be subject to match-funding; there was a query in respect of
estimates in relation to 4/5 The Circle. Funding had been identified for both
properties at Castle Street / Castle Street News. The owners of The Castle public
house had decided not to go ahead with the scheme presented and also refused a
reduced scheme.

The Ex-Servicemen’s had been successfully demolished, with houses in Market
Street being retained, and a new housing development on that site — this would
remove anti-social behaviourial problems associated with the Club. Works had
commenced to the Star Centre, Sirhowy, working on the basis this would be ongoing
in the future. There was an issue in respect of funding for Aneurin Bevan House,
plans were being developed for financial assistance so this could be subject to
change throughout the process.

It was hoped that a Ministerial visit would take place in March. Nelson’s Pharmacy
was close to completion. The owner of the NCB had now come on board and was
working in partnership with architects to develop the design for the exterior. The dry
stone walling had also commenced. There was a proposed scheme to clad the
exterior of the buildings in Castle Street. Future demolition and new build was also
proposed.

A Member congratulated Councillor Cross for all the hard work and championing this
development. The Councillor said that this was due to the support and right
intentions of representatives on that Committee.

278) Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice)

Glanhowy Primary School — in response to the request to allow access to the
Town Clock for pupils following the half-term period, as undertaken the previous
year, this was agreed accordingly; Clerk to liaise to arrange a date.

Tredegar Arms — a request had been received from Abletouch Joinery in respect of
temporary removal of electrical boxes attached to the Tredegar Arms.

A brief discussion ensued regarding the use of a suitably qualified electrician, where it
was proposed that the Town Council could utilise Mr. Hywel Walters, who was a
registered electrician.

It was agreed that Councillors M. Cross and B. Willis visit to ascertain responsibility
of these boxes, liaise with the Clerk should any action need to be taken, and
delegated approval of the Clerk for costs up to £500.00, in accordance with matters



such as urgent electrical works, be approved.

» Tredegar Christians Together — on 24™ June, 2017 a gospel choir performance
had been arranged for the Pentecost. Also, chapel pews were available to purchase
following the closure of St. James Church. A brief discussion ensued regarding the
artefacts removed from St. James Church and, in response to concerns raised,
Councillor Prosser confirmed that the plaques that St. George’s Church had not
wished to retain were with the Museum for safe-keeping.

» Land at Charles Street — the contract had ended and takeover registered.

= A4048 Tredegar to Blackwood — large sections of fencing had been destroyed
along this stretch of road and traffic calming measures were needed throughout this
bypass; a Member therefore suggested that a letter be sent to the A.M. outlining the
serious concerns associated with this road — for example, street lighting.

= Qut of Hours Service, Nevill Hall Hospital — Clerk to ascertain if any plans were in
place to close the OOH Service.

= Department of Works and Pensions — a Member expressed disappointment and
concern in regard to the lack of consultation with one of Tredegar Town Council’s
partners, i.e. the DWP, on the closure of the Job Centre.

» Tredegar ‘Deep Cleansing’ — a Member was pleased to announce that a deep
cleansing of the town was to be undertaken, commencing just below Bedwellty Park
Residential Home, Morgan Street, through to Bank Lane — this would be undertaken
over two Sundays to prevent disruption to the public and it was anticipated this
would be undertaken on an annual basis.

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.26 p.m.

Chair




