TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty
House on Wednesday, 7" December, 2016 at 6.30 p.m.

Present: Councillors T. Smith (CHAIR)
A. Tippings
D.W.A. Howells
P. Prosser
H. Trollope
S. Trollope
M. Turner
B. Willis

In attendance: Town Clerk — Mrs. C. Price

217) Apologies. Councillors J. Thomas, O. Price, G. Bowen-Knight, G. Meredith,
J.C. Morgan, D. Rowberry, R. Thomas and
H. Trollope

The Manager of Tredegar Sports Centre, Andrew Gardner, requested the opportunity to
provide a brief update to Members on the work being undertaken to raise awareness in the
community, which was agreed accordingly.

The Manager said that he had met with various organisation to highlight activities provided
at the Sports Centre, e.g. free swimming for over 60s, free swim for children during school
holidays, provision of the Fitness Suite/classes. Aneurin Leisure Trust worked in
partnership with organisations such as Communities First, Streetgames Club, Blaenau
Gwent Otters, etc., and the Sports Centre hosted birthday parties and events, netball and
football tournaments, dog shows, etc.; the Manager would be happy to provide the Town
Council with a tour if Members wished.

In response to a question raised regarding finances, the Manager explained that monies
received from the Local Authority, to run Sports Centres through the Trust, were reducing
every yeatr.

The Chair briefly outlined a concern raised by a resident in respect of children entering the
changing rooms during the adult day swim period, which needed to be avoided. He
thereupon thanked the Manager for visiting and providing such a comprehensive update,
whereupon the Manager left the meeting.

218) Declarations of Interest

The Chair reminded Members to make their declarations as and when necessary.




219) To receive the verbal recommendations of the Civic Sub-Committee held
immediately prior to this meeting

Consideration was given to the following recommendations:

The

that the decision on the application be DEFERRED, subject to Friends of Tiggy’s
attending a meeting to discuss the application;

that a grant of £200.00 to Gymfinity Gymnastics Sports Academy be recommended for
approval, rather than the £100.00 start-up grant, due to the high take up locally;

that a donation of £100.00 start-up grant to Cymru Creations be recommended for
approval,

that a grant of £200.00 to the Ebbw Vale and Tredegar Crime Prevention Panel be
recommended for approval, on receipt of documents required by the RFO.

recommendations of the Civic Sub-Committee were unanimously agreed.

220) Grants:

a) To receive and consider grants to Sporting and Cultural organisations.

Aneurin Leisure: Bedwellty House & Park — Request for financial assistance to be used
towards further upgrading the décor in the Miners’ Room. Increased footfall as resulted in
the carpet looking worn and tired; wish to fit curtains to create greater warmth and
ambience.

Previous — 2015/16 May’15 CQ No. 191 £1000.00 — Parc Bryn Bach

It was noted that the grant was provided on an alternative yearly basis between
Bedwellty Park and Bryn Bach Park and the monies allocated should be spent in
Bedwellty Park this current financial year. In response to a question raised regarding
this grant, Town Council explained that it had been agreed that a sum of £500.00 be
allocated to the two Parks in Tredegar each year to enhance facilities for the
community.

A Member considered that it would not be appropriate to support wear and tear to
carpets, as this should be the responsibility of Aneurin Leisure, but supported the
provision of carpets as this would be beneficial in improving the ambience and
appearance of the Miners’ Room.

A Member said that carpets and curtains were part of the infrastructure and were
therefore the responsibility of the Aneurin Leisure Trust as part of their running costs
for the House, this was supported by another Member who considered the application
related solely to the refurbishment of a room for use of the Trust and would provide no
additional benefit to the community of Tredegar.

The Chair also had reservations in approving the grant for the use outlined in the
application, as he was aware of views expressed by Members, some who were not in
attendance, that had requested on allocating the grant that work required at the war
memorial, i.e. provision of an electrical point, be stipulated as a priority.

It was agreed: Town Council did not feel it was appropriate to utilise monies for the
purpose outlined in the grant application, as this would not be beneficial to the
community of Tredegar. The application was therefore refused.



Bryn Bach Model Boat Club - Request for financial assistance to be used towards the costs
of purchasing a new storage container.
Previous — 2015/16 Feb’16 CQ No. 325 £200.00.

- Due to the low number of Boat Club members residing in the Tredegar area, and
bearing in mind the financial constraints in the current climate, it was considered the
Town Council could not allocate the full grant requested.

It was agreed, therefore: that a grant of £50.00 be allocated to Bryn Bach Model Boat
Club.

Councillor A.E. Tippings declared an interest in the following item and took no part in
discussion or voting thereon.

Friends of Bryn Bach Primary School - Request for financial assistance to assist with the
transport costs associated with the school choir singing at various community venues
including care homes/Bedwellty House/Bryn Bach Primary.

Previous — 2006/07 Dec’06 CQ No. 312 £250.00 — NB. Council grants are now £200.00

- The transport required related to supporting an Alzheimers’ event. Members
highlighted the need to raise awareness of the financial support available to schools,
which could be applied through Friends of the PTA, however the group should be
made aware, under Articles of “Friends of’, monies could not be utilised for
educational purposes.

It was agreed, therefore: that a grant of £200.00 be allocated.
Councillor H. Trollope joined the meeting at this juncture (7.05 p.m.)

Silurian Boxing Club - Request for financial assistance to be used towards the running
costs of club.
Previous — 2015/16 Sept'15 CQ No. 251 £200.00.

It was agreed that a grant of £200.00 be allocated.

Special Grant Request
Silurian Boxing Club - Request for financial assistance to be used to develop a
programme for the over 40’s to learn the basic of boxing to improve their life.

- Unfortunately, Town Council considered this could not be deemed as a Special Grant
Request for the purpose outlined in the grant application and was, therefore, refused.

Tredegar Junior Netball Club - Request for financial assistance to be used towards the
purchase of additional equipment balls and playing bibs.
Previous — 2015/16 Oct’15 CQ No. 269 £200.00.

It was agreed that a grant of £200.00 be allocated.

Tredegar Senior Netball Club - Request for financial assistance to be used towards the
associated running costs of an additional senior team; costs such as league entry fees,
additional kit, umpire expenses.

Previous — 2015/16 Oct'l5 CQ No. 269 £200.00.



It was agreed that a grant of £200.00 be allocated.

b) To receive and consider grants to Churches & Chapels (s.137)

None received.

A Member highlighted funding was available via the Welsh Church Fund for fully
constituted organisations throughout Blaenau Gwent, not just churches and chapels, as
monies not utilised were returned. The amount awarded was dependent on the merit of

each individual application.

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no part in

discussion or voting thereon.

221) Planning:

a) To consider an Officer’s Report (if received).

None received.

b) Verbal report of the Planning Committee if any.

None received.

c) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations.

App No
C/2016/0349

- No objections

C/2016/0350
- No objections
C/2016/0353
- No objections

C/2016/0357

- No objections

Applicant

Mr. A. Michael

2 Great Western Cottages
Hollybush

Mrs. C. Edwards
27 Commercial Street
Tredegar

Mr. Green & Ms. Woodland
5 Maes Morgan
Tredegar

Mr. A. Boulton

M & J K Properties
1 Foundry Bridge
Abertillery

d) To consider other planning matters

The Circle — Members requested that an update be sought in respect of progress on the
removal of scaffolding, as concerns were raised in respect of health and safety; Council
was informed that the Leader had been instructed to provide feedback on this matter

Proposal
Construct 2 storey rear
extension and increasing
the height of the existing
dwelling, 1 Police Row,
Tredegar

Retention of concrete and
blockwork rear parking
hardstanding, 6 EImwood

Two detached dwellings
and garages at 12/13
Arches Close, Tredegar

Refurbishment of shop
front including new roof
covering, installation of
window, re-render upper
floors and installation of
new shopfront and
security fitting, 10 Castle
Street

following meeting with VVP / Tredegar Heritage Initiative.



222) Correspondence

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no part in
discussion or voting thereon.

1) BGCBC a) i) List of Licencing Applications week ending
18.11.2016.
i) List of Licensing Applications week ending
25.11.2016.
iii) List of licensing applications week ending
02.12.2016.

- Noted.

2) One Voice Wales a) The Draft Account and Audit (Wales)
(Amendment) Regulations 2016.

- RFO requested to provide feedback, which the
Clerk outlined accordingly, as follows:
Information related to larger relevant bodies, i.e.
County Borough;

Brought forward by one month the date RFO
must sign the Statement of Accounts (31* May
from previous 30" June);

Brought forward by two months date the larger
body must consider, approve and publish
audited Statement of Accounts (31%' July,
previously September).

N.B. Smaller relevant bodies, i.e. Town Council,
would be obliged to meet the same accounting
timetable as County Borough; therefore, it was
the recommendation of the RFO that Town
Council support retention of existing dates,
which was agreed accordingly.

b) Networking Opportunities for the Future
Generations Commissioner — asking whether
there are any events, meetings, workshops or
online forums [/ newsletters / other digital
involvement approaches that could discuss the
Commissioner's emerging priorities and provide
feedback to the Office of the Future Generations
Commissioner.

- Noted; it was agreed that an invitation be
extended for the Future Generations
Commissioner to attend a formal meeting of
Council;

The request for a presentation in respect of
“Blaenau Gwent We Want” be extended for the
appropriate  BGCBC Officer to attend, i.e.
Andrew Parker; and All formal meetings of
Council with a presentation agendaed



d)

f)

9)

h)

commence at 6.00 p.m. to allow sufficient time
for questions and answers.

Active Travel Act — Offer from Sustrans Cymru to
give training (chargeable) to members and clerks
on how to use the Everyday Journeys Toolkit
which they gave a presentation on at the Larger
Councils Committee. Asking for all interested
members to let OVW by 19.12.2016 to enable
them to gauge the level of interest for the training.

- Noted.

Adapting to Climate Change — From Policy to
Practice Event. Invitation to attend event on
Thursday, 8" December, 2016 at 5.30 p.m. Prince
Philip Lecture Theatre, Cardiff University, Queens
Building South — forwarded to Climate Change
Committee Members

- Noted.

Press release on “Welsh Government ‘Well
prepared to take on fiscal devolution
responsibilities™.

- Noted.

Information bulletin: includes link
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/
consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
requlatory-framework-wales to the  Welsh
Government’s consultation on the revision of the
school governance framework in Wales, closing
date of consultation 17.02.2017.

- Noted; circulate to Members.
January to March 2017 training schedule.

- Noted; circulate to Members.

Defibrillators in Schools Project - Suggests
Council should consider nominating themselves
for the Innovative Practice National Awards
(nomination form & criteria attached), closing date
20.01.2017.

- Noted.

Public Appointments in Wales:

1) Wales Animal Health and Welfare Framework
Group, remuneration role, closing date
06.01.2017; Independent Members to NHS Wales


https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/%20consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-regulatory-framework-wales
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/%20consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-regulatory-framework-wales
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/%20consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-regulatory-framework-wales

3) Peacehaven
Commemorative
bench:

4) Christmas Lights:

5) ClIr Smith:

a)

b)

a)

b)

d)

appointments to Powys Teaching Health Board,
Public Health Wales NHS Trust and Welsh
Ambulance Services NHS Trust, all remunerated
positions, closing date 03.01.2017.

i) Welsh Revenue Authority — Chair and Non-
Executive Members x 4, remunerated roles,
closing date 03.01.2017; Careers Wales -
Members x 3, non-remunerated roles, closing
date 02.01.2017.

- Noted.

Cllr Smith - Copy of email sent to Ann Ingram
regarding the bench installation at Peacehaven —
TTC intend to replace the base and contractor
has been contacted to quote.

RJ Plant - Cost to remove replace base & re-site
bench at Peacehaven.

- Noted; approved, to be passed to RFO to be
processed accordingly.

R. Chicken - Thank you for letting Communities
First be part of the lovely, well organised and
nice-natured Christmas Lights Switch On event,
they gave out 520 ‘goodie bags’ to children.

- Noted.

Funfair Hire Wales - £250 donation to the Mayor’s
Appeal for the Christmas Lights Switch On event
— Cheque banked.

- Noted; thank you letter to be sent for support of
the event and donation received.

O. Smith - Christmas card commending all Clirs
on the wonderful Christmas Lights throughout the
town — added to website

- Noted.

Brynmawr Town Council — Brynmawr Christmas
Lights Switch On celebrity organised by
Brynmawr Town Partnership who are happy to
meet with Council in the new year if they wish to
discuss the matter.

- Noted; to be passed to Councillor Thomas, for
information.

Tredegar Unemployed Community Workers
Centre — asking whether Council would support
their appeal for £1 selection boxes/small



6) Ace Essentials

7) Welsh
Government

8) Kidney Wales

9) Communities First

b)

chocolates which they hope to distribute to Cronin
Court/Ty Scott and children in T Park/local
Refuge. Members are welcome to attend when
these donations are being passed out.

- Noted; it was agreed that Town Council was
unable to provide assistance on this
occasion. The Town Council already carried
out a great deal of activities throughout the
community around the Christmas period, and
was therefore unable to support this appeal,
as Members would be undertaking Christmas
Eve visits to residential and nursing homes.

Link to Tesco Bags of Help community fund,
asking whether this is accessible for Sirhowy
community garden.

- Noted; passed to RFO asking to ascertain
feasibility.

Information regarding replacing toilet roll
dispensers in the public toilets.

- Noted; further feedback was required on
associated costs relating to stainless steel
holders — passed to RFO.

Landfill Disposals Tax (Wales) Bill has been
introduced into the National Assembly for Wales
by Mark Drakeford, A.M. The Bill introduces a tax
on disposals to landfill in Wales, landfill disposal
tax, to replace landfill tax from April 2018.

- Noted; forwarded to Councillor Tippings.

Walk for Life — Sunday, 23" April, 2017. This is
the main date however if this date is not possible
you are welcome to hold your event on another
date.

- Noted; passed to Councillor O. Price, as this
was the responsibility of the Deputy Mayor.

http://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/
communities/talk-communities/?skip=1&lang=en
Link to the Welsh Government’s consultation on
the next steps for Communities First. She is
compiling a report and would welcome any views
from Town Council on either the role that
Communities First has played in Tredegar or the
impact that might (might not) be felt if the
programme were to be phased out.



http://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/%20communities/talk-communities/?skip=1&lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/%20communities/talk-communities/?skip=1&lang=en

- Noted; forwarded via email to Members.

10) R. Trimm Deals going down from meeting held 18.11.2016
—forwarded to Clirs Tippings and Price
- Noted.
11) The Valleys that a) K. Colebrook — press release for the new
Changed the campaign to encourage people to get out and to
World: explore The Valleys by following the footsteps of

those brave pioneers who came to South Wales
helping to make this the vibrant industrial
heartland of the world.

- Noted; pass to Councillor Prosser. A Member
also highlighted activities undertaken in the
General Offices, Ebbw Vale.

b) R. Taylor-Davies - The Valleys that Changed the
World Conference, next meeting 10" January,
2017 at Blaenavon Workmen’s Hall 10.30 a.m. to
4.00 p.m.

- Noted; pass to Councillor Prosser.

12) Nick Smith MP Advice Surgery Friday, 16" December, 2016 at
4.00 p.m. until 5.00 p.m. at Morrisons, Ebbw Vale
—added to website

- Noted.

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no
part in discussion or voting thereon.

13) Brecon Beacons a) Agenda for National Park Authority Friday,

National Park 9" December, 2016 at 10.00 a.m. — forwarded to
Authority ClIr Price
b) i) Weekly list of Planning Applications, Date:
11.11.2016.

i) Weekly list of Planning Applications, Date:
18.11.2016 — forwarded to Cllr Price
i) Weekly list of Planning Applications, Date:
25.11.2016 — forwarded to Cllr Price

- Noted.

14) PUBLICATIONS

BGCBC Roadworks report week ending 24.11.2016, 02.12.2016 &
09.12.2016; Brecon Beacons Sustainable Destination Partnership, Brecon
Beacons Newsletter November 2016; Communicorp Local Councils Update
December 2016 Issue 202.

Available for Members — received.



15) AGENDA

Social Services Scrutiny Committee Thursday, 24"™ November, 2016 at
10.30 a.m. Executive Room, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Social Services
Scrutiny Committee Thursday, 24™ November, 2016 at 10.00 a.m. not
10.30 a.m.; General Licensing Committee (November Cycle) Tuesday,
29" November 2016 has been CANCELLED; Executive Committee
Wednesday, 14" December, 2016 at 11.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic
Centre, Ebbw Vale.

Available for Members — received.

223) Updates regarding Bedwellty House and Park—any issues to have been
previously reported direct to the House Management personally

The following issues were raised:
» Lighting in the Council Chamber;
= Location of the plastic noticeboard, funded by Tredegar Town Council

224) Delegates: to receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies
and the recommendations of Sub-Committees/Working Parties:

a) Joint Committee of Local Councils — at a recent meeting, the following items
requested by Tredegar Town Council were subject to consideration — Devolved
Services, it was hoped that a meeting would be undertaken prior to the Christmas
period to discuss equitability across all Town/Community Councils; Recycling
Statistics and Patrticipation Rates, there had been an uplift in figures in Quarter 1 and
Quarter 2 looked favourable, however green waste was seasonal and figures would
probably be lower in Quarter 3, there were no participation rates available at present;
Highways Maintenance Programme, the outcomes of the four-year Programme were
provided — all schemes were delivered on time and within budget; and, Town Centre —
Cleansing and Weed Spraying, a contract had been awarded to undertake the
necessary work — unfortunately, following work carried out in Brynmawr, the contract
had been terminated as this had been deemed unsatisfactory and sub-standard.
However, Blaenau Gwent was tackling areas regularly used by pedestrians and a road
sweeper was provided daily in Commercial Street. Members acknowledged that the
Local Authority was pro-active, having acted promptly in addressing issues at Stable
Lane, on request.

The meeting was also informed that a Members’ Workshop had taken place on 9™
November, 2016, and consultation would subsequently be undertaken with Ward
Members, Town Councils and the wider community.

Members were informed that the County Borough had requested that the
Leaders/Town Clerks attend a meeting to discuss proposals for all Town/Community
Councils to make a contribution to accommodation and CCTV provision. The figures
in respect of Tredegar Town Council were currently awaited.

b) Gwent Valleys One Voice Wales — no meeting

c) One Voice Wales Larger Councils and AGM — no meeting

d) Tredegar Twinning — a brief discussion ensued in respect of previous suggestions
relating to holding the meeting to coincide with commitments of Aneurin Leisure. The
Clerk confirmed that she had already pursued this with the House Manager, at the



behest of Members previously, and had been informed there were no issues with the
current arrangement in place — no further action at this time

e) School Governing Bodies — in respect of an invite to all governors/schools in relation
to 3-16 proposals, Members wished to make it clear that not all schools had received
the email, as some governors who would have wished to be in attendance were
unaware
Bryn Bach Primary School — presentations had been made in respect of accelerated
reading; this had been adopted by the School, also by the Comprehensive School and
Glanhowy Primary School top form; pupils to enjoy the quizzes after undertaking the
reading and the amount of reading in schools was greatly improved, with excellent
results.
Members noted there were two vacancies remaining unfilled. The Chair suggested,
following a recent discussion, that Ellen Jones could be nominated as the Town
Council representative on Glanhowy Primary School. It was agreed that the Clerk
liaise with the EAS/School accordingly.

Councillor M. Turner left the meeting at this juncture - 7.45 p.m.

f) Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum — no meeting, the Annual Christmas Dinner was to
be held that Friday. The Town Council representative said that he experienced
difficulty in contacting the Manager in respect of a number of issues, e.g. removal of
plaque, glass shield award, etc.; Members advised him to contact Suzanne Allen who
would be able to advise on such matters.

g) Tredegar/Ebbw Vale Crime Prevention Panel — no update

h) Tredegar Business Forum — no input, Leader to attend meetings together with
Business Forum representative and to provide feedback, as appropriate

1) VVP/ Tredegar Heritage Initiative — since last meeting, the Chemist was almost
finished following being gutted, due to rotten flooring; it was hoped that a Ministerial
visit could be undertaken February/March. Tenders were being sought in respect of
the T.A. and 10 The Circle; the NCB would require specialised tendering due to being
classed as a Listed Building; a further query had been made in respect of 4/5 The
Circle; the Member had been assured by Officers that trees cut down had been
undertaken in the appropriate manner.

225) Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice) - to discuss matters in
relation to the Christmas Window Competition

Members were informed that the following awards had been made in respect of the
Christmas 2016 Window Dressing Competition and announced at the Christmas Lights
Switch-on event accordingly:

First Prize — J D Barbers
Second Price — YMCA
Third Prize — Pebbles

Due to the high number of competitors, which Members were pleased to note, and the
standard of the displays, the judging panel had awarded ‘Highly Commended’ to a further
eight businesses throughout the town centre. Mayor to be offered the opportunity to hand
deliver certificates and awards, if she so wished.

» Christmas Lights Switch-on Event — a Member suggested that the Town Council
work together with Schools to encourage a school pupil to be present on the stage and



actually undertake the official switch-on. She said that Schools could be given
sufficient notice for children and parents to attend and further suggested that some
form of ‘plunger’ could be provided for the pupil to press for the switch-on, e.g.
Abletouch or the woodwork pupils at Tredegar Comprehensive School could be invited
to provide an input into designing the plunger. This achievement could then be
recognised and awarded by the School of the chosen pupil. It was agreed that the
proposal be considered accordingly.

Hi Viz Coats — a Member requested an update in respect of the purchase of the hi viz
coats, which the Clerk provided accordingly. The Member considered the coats were
extremely expensive and should have been subject to tender; also, the coats still
requiring branded and were, therefore, not what Members needed. He said that the
Clerk should ascertain if the coats could be returned.

Another Member highlighted that Town Council Members had to be identifiable, e.qg.
there had been four ‘lost children’ on the night and the public had to ascertain a point of
contact. He suggested that, if the coats could not be returned, the Clerk should
proceed with arrangements for the branding of the hi viz coats.

Glanhowy Primary School — the School had raised £620.00 for Children in Need and
were to be commended. It was agreed that a certificate could be awarded to the
School in recognition.

Mayors’ Honours Board — it was noted that name plates were needed for both the
current and previous Mayor in order to ensure the Mayors’ Honours Board was up-to-
date.

Christmas Eve Visits — a Member highlighted that Llys Glyncoed and Bill Harry Court
had received a visit in previous years and could be given the opportunity; Clerk to
ascertain. Members would be accompanied by members of the Tredegar Orpheus.

To consider the exclusion of the press and public by virtue of the matters to be
discussed under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12A
and Data Protection Act 1983

Moved, the meeting was closed to the public.

Finance and Staffing — the Chair of Finance and Staffing brought attention of matters
requiring immediate attention from the previous Sub-Committee meeting, i..e payment
of hours accrued by an Officer; and, the need to establish a Fact-Finding Sub-
Committee to discuss issues arising from that meeting in order to make a relevant
recommendation to the Town Council.

It was agreed that the following Members be nominated to represent Town Council on
the Fact-Finding Sub-Committee — Councillors J. Thomas, A.E. Tippings, P. Prosser,
S. Trollope and M. Turner, and to liaise with the Town Clerk on their requirements.

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.12 p.m.

Chair




